Protesters  rally  against 
Shamir’s  policies 


by  Adam  Szweras 


Cincinnati,  Oh.  —  On  Thursday 
November  16  sixty-eight  protesters 
marched  on  the  Cincinnati  convention 
centre  where  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
Shamir  was  to  speak  later  that  even¬ 
ing.  Shamir  was  addressing  a  large 
group  of  prominent  Jewish  activists 
front  throughout  North  America  at  the 
Council  of  Jewish  Federation's  annual 
General  Assembly. 

Unc  protester,  who  would  not  give 
his  name  fearing  that  he  was  being 
interviewed  by  the  Massad  (Israeli  In¬ 
telligence)  said  he  finds  it  frustrating 
that  "Arafat  is  denied  entry  into  the 
United  States  for  being  a  terrorist  and 
we  have  an  Israeli  terrorist  who  has 
been  democratically  elected  who  is 
now  here  today  to  speak." 

Later,  when  asked  why  the  Palesti¬ 
nians  do  not  live  in  Jordan,  the  area 
originally  designated  as  the  Palesti¬ 
nian  homeland,  he  became  ungry. 
"Now  how  do  you  expect  me  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  you're  a  journalist  when 
you  speak  like  that.  You're  talking 
Arabs  have  more  land.  We're  talking 
Palestinians.  It  would  be  like  talking 
about  New  Yorkers  and  Ohioans.  To 
ask  a  Palestinian  to  go  to  Jordan 
which  seems  to  be  the  big  buzzword 


asking  me  to  go  live  in  Cleveland...". 
The  protester  claims  that  he  lives  in 
Cincinnati  which  is  about  an  hour 
away  from  Cleveland.  "If  this  is  my 
homeland  this  is  where  I  want  to 
live",  he  continued. 

In  all.  the  protest  largely  consisted 
of  people  who  belong  to  three  organi¬ 
zations;  the  International  Socialists, 
the  Intifada  Coalition  and  New 
Jewish  Agenda  were  all  present. 

John  Wiesburgcr  of  New  Jewish 
Agenda  stressed  that  his  organization 
"absolutely  recognizes  and  supports 
the  existence  of  Israel,  but  we 
wanted  to  let  Shamir  know  that  there 
urc  Americans  -  Jews  and  Arabs,  who 
believe  he  should  negotiate  with  the 
PLO".  Wiesburgcr  again  stressed  the 
importance  of  Israel  to  the  entire 
world  Jewish  community.  The  Inter¬ 
national  Socialists  however,  disagree. 
"...Israel  (docs  not]  have  a  right  to 
exist  on  Palestinian  land.  That  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  saying  that  Jews  do  not 


have  a  right  to  live  there  they  most 
certainly  do.  I  am  not  an  anti-semitic 
person.  /  am  an  ami-zionist...".  says 
Ms.  Kierston  of  the  Socialists. 

Kierston  stressed  that  “the  group 
here  today  is  not  anli-Jewish,  we  are 
not  anti-semitic.  In  fact  if  anything. 
Israel  has  done  more  to  cause  anti¬ 
semitism  than  anything  else  in  the 
world.  What  we  arc  for  is  the  Pales¬ 
tine  people  having  their  homeland 
back,  plain  and  simple,  and  not  at 
the  expense  of  the  Jews."  She  con¬ 
tinues;  "How  about  that  the  first  place 
Zionists  looked  at  when  the  talk  of 
formation  of  a  Jewish  Slate  arose  was 
Argentina  and  Ethiopia?... that  sort  of 
falls  fiat  on  the  face.  The  reason  there 
is  an  Israel  In  Palestine  is  because  of 
United  States  oil  interests."  She 
chooses  to  ignore  the  fact  that  the 
United  Stales  only  reluctantly  chose 
to  support  the  creation  of  Israel  at  the 
Soviet  Union's  urging.  Actually,  an 
arms  embargo  was  the  first  diploma¬ 
tic  exchange  which  occurred  between 
Israel  and  who  toduy  is  Israel's 
closest  ally. 

One  middle  aged  lady  named  Dr. 
Habash,  who  claimed  to  represent 
Palestinian  Students,  the  Union  of 
Palestine  Women,  the  American  Anli- 
Discrimination  Committee,  the  Arab 


lafada  Coalition,  shouted  that  "...be¬ 
fore  '48.  it  was  still  Palestine  with  a 
British  Mandate.  There  was  a  British 
mandate  with  a  British  commissioner 
but  you  had  all  officers  were  Palesti¬ 
nian  and  Palestine  institutions,  Pales¬ 
tinian  schools.  Palestinian  com¬ 
panies,  Palestinian  money  and  Palesti¬ 
nian  passports". 

The  protesters  chanted  slogans 
such  as  “End  the  occupation,  Self  de¬ 
termination''  and  "Shamir,  Shamir 
(which  they  pronounced  as  Shoymer) 
please  go  home.  We  support  the 
PLO".  They  carried  signs  in  the  cold 
minus  14  degree  Celsius  weather 
which  read  “Palestinians  want  peace, 
where  arc  the  Israeli's",  or  “Self  deter¬ 
mination  for  Palestinians". 


Most  delegates  in  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  bypassed  the  protests  by  using 
the  convenient  Cincinnati  skywalk. 
Many  were  even  unaware  of  any  pro¬ 
test  at  all. 


Soviets  apologize:  Hand 
over  Wallenberg’s  papers 


Moscow  —  Nina  Lagcrgrcn  tear¬ 
fully  took  possession  of  Raoul  Wal¬ 
lenberg's  passport,  driver's  licence 
and  notebooks  45  years  after  her  half- 
brother  vanished  into  a  Soviet  prison 
camp.  "It  was  terribly  upsetting  to  sec 
his  handwriting  and  his  photograph 
and  his  identity  papers."  said  Lager- 
grcn.  her  voice  breaking. 

Soviet  authorities  apologized  for 
the  arrest  of  the  legendary  Swedish 
diplomat  who  saved  thousands  of 
Jews  from  Nazi  death  camps  in  World 
War  II.  “It  is  tragic  that  Raoul  saved 
so  many  lives,  more  than  anyone  else 
in  history,  and  nobody  was  able  to 
save  him  from  prison.”  Lungergren 
said. 

Soviet  authorities  say  he  died  of  a 
heart  attack  in  the  KGB's  Lubyanka 


prison  in  Moscow  in  1947.  Gennady 
Gerasimov,  the  soviet  foreign  minis¬ 
try  spokesman,  (old  a  news  confer¬ 
ence  that  the  imprisonment  ofWallcn- 
berg  and  his  subsequent  death  were 
"a  tragic  mistake"  but  an  irrefutable 
fact.  Canadian  Press  reports. 

Wallenberg  used  his  diplomatic 
status  as  a  Swedish  Attache  in  Nazi- 
occupied  Hungary  to  help  smuggle  an 
estimated  100.000  Jews  to  safety  in 
the  West.  In  1985.  the  Canadian  Par¬ 
liament.  in  a  move  supported  by  ull 
parties  in  the  Commons,  declared 
Wallenberg  an  honorary  Canadian 
citizen. 

by:  Stephen  Handleman 
-Reprinted  from  the  Toronto  Star; 
Tuesday  October  17,  1989. 


Dr.  Habash,  (left)  one  of  the  protesters  in  Cincinatti  protesting  Prime  Minister  Shamir's  visit  to  the 
United  States 


Who  really  wants  peace 
in  the  Middle  East? 


by  Yoav  Bohbol 

The  word  'Peace',  what  docs  it 
mean'.’  The  New  Lexicon  Webster's 
Dictionary  defines  it  as  "the  condition 

groups  arc  not  fighting,  or  the  ending 
of  a  stale  of  war."  Obviously  Israel 
and  its  neighbors  are  not  at  peace 
with  each  other. 

The  reborn  state  of  Israel  faced  five 
armies  on  its  Independence  day  with 
the  proclamation  by  Azzam  Pasha, 
Secretary-General  of  the  Arab  League 
that  "This  will  be  a  war  of  extermina¬ 
tion  and  a  momentous  massacre..." 
This  same  ideology  drove  the  neigh¬ 
boring  Arab  countries  to  wage 
another  five  wars  in  the  following 
decades  with  Israel.  The  most  devas¬ 
tating  of  all  the  wars  was  the  Yom 
Kippur  war.  with  the  Egyptian  army's 
surprise  attack  and  Syria  following. 
We  must  realize  that  (his  war  occurred 
in  1973,  which  is  very  recent  history. 
We  must  also  realize  that  the  same 
ruling  Arab  governments  that  waged 
war  in  previous  years  arc  still  in 
power. 

History  is  very  important  in  shap¬ 
ing  our  future.  By  analyzing  histori¬ 
cal  facts  we  can  formulate  wiser  deci¬ 
sions.  A  person  studying  contempo¬ 
rary  Israel,  will  notice  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  trend  that  never  ceased  to  exist; 
The  longing  for  Peace.  You  cannot 
turn  a  comer  in  the  state  of  Israel 
without  hearing  the  word  Peace.  In 
every  aspect  of  life,  such  as  prayer, 
literature,  theatre,  and  popular  music, 
the  word  ’Peace'  will  be  found.  With¬ 
out  a  doubt,  there  is  no  other  country 
in  the  world  that  longs  for  peace  as 
the  State  of  Israel  does. 

When  Egypt  and  Israel  signed  the 
Camp  David  Accord,  the  greatest  sig¬ 
nal  that  the  stale  of  Israel  wanted 
peace  was  delivered  to  the  world.  By 
signing  this  accord,  the  Sinai  Penin¬ 
sula  became  Egyptian  territory  again. 
During  the  Six-Day  war.  defending 
herself  from  Egypt's  attack.  Israel 
captured  the  Sinai.  The  Sinai  has 
many  natural  resources.  The  most 
economically  important  being  oil 
The  Sinai  oil  field  had  the  potential 
of  providing  the  state  of  Israel  with 
all  its  oil  needs  plus  extra  to  export. 
By  giving  up  this  land,  Israel  lost 
many  economic  benefits.  That  is  how 
important  peace  is  to  Israel;  she  was 


willing  to  forgo  economic  benefits. 

With  all  of  Israel's  love  of  peace, 
why  are  we  fed  every  night  on  the 
six  o'ciocL.ncws.thaUsraci  is  the  .ob¬ 
stacle'  to  peace  in  the  Middle  East? 
First  we  must  look  at  where  this  slo¬ 
gan  originated.  The  Isracli-Arab  con¬ 
flict  is  a  very  complicated  one.  In 
order  to  shift  the  world  focus  from 
the  real  issues,  the  neighboring  Arab 
slates  publicize  these  slogans. 
Another  widely  known  slogan  is  "the 
legitimate  rights  of  the  Palestinian 
people."  This  is  simply  a  camouflagc 
for  the  ultimate  goal  -  Israel's  destruc¬ 
tion. 

When  the  peace  treaty  between 
Egypt  and  Israel  was  signed,  new 
hope  was  brought  in  the  people  of 
the  Middle  East.  Ten  years  lutcr  no 
other  Arab  neighbor  of  Israel  has  ac¬ 
cepted  her  invitation  for  peace.  In  the 


past  few  years.  Syria  and  Jordan  in¬ 
vested  over  S70  billion  in  military 
hardware  alone.  Out  or  this  invest¬ 
ment.  two-thirds  weni  into  the  av- 
force  and  land  to  land  missiles  as 
such  were  used  in  the  Iran-Iraq  war. 
This  type  of  arms  build-up  should  not 
be  overlooked. 

It  is  a  fact  that  except  for  Egypt, 
no  other  Arab  country  has  signed  a 
peace  treaty  with  Israel.  It  is  a  fact 
that  these  Arab  countries  are  still  in¬ 
vesting  heavily  in  military  objectives. 
The  facts,  not  TV  emotions,  speak  for 
themselves.  Resources  should  be  con¬ 
centrated  into  cultivating,  instead  of 
channeling  everything  into  sophisti¬ 
cated  means  of  destruction.  With  a 
strong  Israeli  government,  and  a 
strong  Israeli  people,  the  only  direc¬ 
tion  to  go  is  closer  to  peace,  real 


ARAB  MILITARY  REINFORCEMENT,  1983-1986 


Arab  Military  Strength  —  1983 1 


Weapons 

Systems 


APC's 
Artillery 
SSM  launchers 
Combat  aircraft 
Helicopters 
SAM  batteries 
Missile  boats 
Submarines 


Iraq  Jordan  Arabia  Libya 


2.700  3.000 


550  3.000  10.930  2.400 

1.000  1.200  9.100  2,750 

550  2,000  7.400  2,100 


Projected  Arab  Military  Strength  —  1986  | 


Systems 
A  PCs 


Syria  Iraq  Jordan  Arabia  Libya 


Artillery 
SSM  launchers 
Combat  aircraft 
Helicopters 
SAM  batteries 
Missile  boats 
Submarines 


3.000  3.500  1,500  2.000  1.500  11.500  3,000 


600  3.000  9.750  2.800 


OUR  FIRST  EDITORIAL... 


Dear  Readers. 

University  students  are  known  10 
he  active  participants  in  causes  they 
believe  in.  We.  the  members  of  the 
Jewish  Student  Federation  at  York 
University  and  the  Jewish  Student 
Union  at  University  of  Toronto  are  no 
exceptions, 

ttte  are  tired  of  the  anti-Israeli  and 
anti-scmilic  propaganda  commonly 
found  in  our  North  American  society 
today.  Thus  we  have  created  a  vehicle 
of  communication  in  which  to  set  the 
record  straight  on  many  very  impor¬ 
tant  issues.  Issues  which  concern  us 


Contributors 

Jonathan  Mclt7  A  Adam  Szwcras  - 
CO-EDITORS  (YORK) 

Dan  Hoffenherg  -  Executive  Finance 
Director  (YORK  I 

Richard  Man  -  Treasurer  lYORKl 


directly  as  both  Jewish  students  and 
members  of  the  Jewish  community  at 
large. 

This  vehicle  of  communication 
which  we  have  chosen  is  a  news¬ 
paper.  entitled  "THE  TELESCOPE" 
We  arc  a  student  paper,  serving  not 
only  the  Jewish  Student  Community, 
but  the  entire  Community  in  general. 
We  will  deal  with  a  wide  range  of 
issues  from  the  "Palestinian  problem" 
to  anti-semitism  on  campus  to  the  di¬ 
lemma  of  oppressed  Jewry.  We  arc 
not  afraid  to  tackle  the  tough  unpopu¬ 
lar  issues,  for  that  is  the  purpose  of 


Editing  Staff 

Daphne  Hoffenberg 
liana  Wilner 
Cindy  Laucr 
Maxine  Katz 


Rivi  Joel  -  York  Sectional  Editor 
(YORK) 

We  thank  Steve  Bergson.  Murcello 
Altcrman.  Rebecca  Carmen.  Yoav 
Bohbot.  Laura  Rosen.  Jeff  Unger. 
Allan  Kagal.  Chaya  Cooperberg. 
Rose  Gordon  and  Mara  Roscnbaltt  lor 
their  contributions 

Special  thanks  to  Irene  Szwcras.  liana 
Wilner.  Daphne  Hoffenberg.  and 
Cindy  Laucr  for  donating  their  excel¬ 
lent  typing  skills. 

We  also  thank  Lcrrick  Starr.  Avi 
Hyman.  Clair  Sookman.  Menahem 
Ncucr,  Karen  Anthony.  Jason  Fried- 
berg.  Neil  Hcirovich,  Sam  Soroka. 
Shawn  Kendal  and  any  others  we  may 
have  missed,  for  their  extensive  con- 

Thc  Telescope,  focus  of  the  Jewish 
student  voice,  is  a  joint  publication 
B  nai  Briih  Hillcl  Foundation,  the 
Jewish  Students'  Federation  (York), 
and  Jewish  Students'  Union  (U  of  Tt. 
All  articles,  features,  cartoons, 
graphics,  poetry,  photographs,  fiction 
and  letters  arc  solely  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  authors  or  artists,  and  do 
not  necessarily  reflect  the  official  pos¬ 
ition  or  opinion  of  the  editors,  staff 
or  publishers.  All  editorials  arc  solely 
the  responsibility  of  the  editors. 


The  Jewish  Students'  Telescope 
tries  (o  ensue  the  Kashrut  of  all  adver¬ 
tised  eating  establishments  or  food 
products,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Vaad  Hakashruth.  Canadian  Jewish 
Congress.  Orthodox  Division,  as  of 
publication  date,  however  cannot  as¬ 
sume  responsibility. 

The  Jewish  Students'  Telescope 
provides  a  forum  for  the  coverage  of 
issues  and  events  concerning  the 
Jewish  student  and  the  young  adult 
community,  and  welcomes  all  articles 
and  letters  (and  fantasies).  Submitted 
materials  become  the  property  of  the 
Jewish  Students'  Telescope  news  and 
will  not  be  returned  except  by  prior 
arrangement.  The  editors  reserve  the 
right  lo  edit  submissions  for  length, 
grammar  and  content 

All  mutcriul  is  copyrighted  and 
cannot  be  reproduced  except  by  ex¬ 
press  written  permission  of  the  editors 
or  publishers. 

This  paper  is  made  possible  in  part, 
through  and  endowment  provided  by 
Circle  Lodge,  in  fond  memory  of 
their  late  brother,  Louis  L.  Tepper- 
man,  a  long  time  editor  of  the  Circle 
Lodge  "Oracle". 

Partially  funded  by  the  Students’  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Council  of  U.  of  T. 


this  paper. 

Our  ultimate  goal  is  to  unite  (he 
Jewish  students  of  North  America, 
and  beyond,  and  to  create  a  much 
needed  forum  for  discussion  of  all 
Jewish  issues.  Without  this  forum,  the 
Jewish  community  of  tomorrow  will 
never  be.  It  will  regress  into  the  pass¬ 
ive.  inactive  community  found  in 
1939  Nazi  Germany.  We  must  never 
forget. 

Already  the  Telescope  lias  spurred 
interest  within  over  15  other  Univer¬ 
sities  throughout  North  America, 
outside  of  the  four  contributors  to 
this  first  issue.  Also,  numerous 


Jewish  organizations  have  shown  in¬ 
terest  in  contributing  to  the  paper  in 
the  form  of  advertising,  information, 
articles  and  fact  finding  missions 
such  as  a  trip  to  Ethiopia. 

HE  wish  to  hear  from  all  members 
of  (lie  Jewish  community.  If  you  are 
interested  in  helping  on  the  TELE¬ 
SCOPE  staff,  in  the  form  of  writing 
anicles.  drawing,  advertising  solicita¬ 
tion.  typesetting  or  photography  con¬ 
tact  Jewish  Student  Federation  York 
University  at  (416)  736-5178.  Or 
write  to:  The  Telescope.  P.0  Box 
37090.  6478  Yongc  St..  Willowdale. 
Ont..  M2M  4S8 

You  needn't  live  in  Toronto  to  con¬ 
tribute.  or  in  Canada  for  that  mailer. 


We  arc  slowly  setting  up  throughout 
North  America. 

If  you  arc  interested  in  advertising 
in  the  paper,  also  call  the  above 
number.  We  have  reasonable  rates  and 
are  ready  to  negotiate  long  term  con¬ 
tracts. 

The  TELESCOPE  is  here,  and  will 
be  here  as  long  as  the  Jewish  commu¬ 
nity  needs  us.  We  will  fight  ignorance 
and  promote  peace  and  harmony 
throughout  North  America  and  the 
world. 

Thank  You. 

Sincerely  yours. 

Adam  Szwcras  &  Jonathan  Melt/.  — 
Editors 
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Muslim  student  activity  at  U  of  Toronto 


Protestors  outside  the  Skyline  Hotel  in  Ottawa 


“Seeking  peace  in  the  Middle  East" 

Pro-Arab  conference  held  in  Ottawa 


by  Laura  Rosen 

Never  underestimate  the  power  of 
the  printed  word.  If  it  wasn't  for  a 
letter  written  to  two  of  the  U  of  T's 
largest  campus  newspapers,  a  very 
disturbing  incident  would  have  gone 
unnoticed.  A  student  from  the  Scar¬ 
borough  campus  of  U  of  T.  A)  Grant, 
wrote  to  The  Varsity  and  The  News¬ 
paper  that  he  had  gone  to  see  a  movie 
presented  by  the  Muslim  Students  As¬ 
sociation  (MSA),  thinking  the  film 
would  pertain  to  human  rights.  What 
he  ended  up  seeing  was  a  film  called 
"The  Other  Israel",  which  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  human  rights.  It  was 
actually  a  film  that  is  known  to  be 
viciously  anti-Semitic  and  extremely 
hateful  towards  Jews. 

The  Canadian  Jewish  Congress 


Hate  literature 
at  York  University 

by  Rivi  Joel 

During  the  week  of  November  27 
to  December  1.  the  York  Arab  Student 
Association  distributed  anti-zionist 
and  anti-scmitic  literature  on  campus. 
The  first  piece  of  literature, 
■RISALAH'  is  about  the  Arab  Jihad 
or  the  'Holy  War'  in  Palestine.  One 
shocking  paragraph  read: 

"The  hour  shall  not  occur  till  the  Mus¬ 
lims  fight  the  Jews,  and  the  Muslims 
shall  kill  them,  so  much  so  that  the 
Jews  will  seek  shelter  behind  stones 
and  trees  and  the  stones  and  trees  will 
proclaim,  'O  Muslim!  O  sonant  of 
Allah!  There  is  a  jew  behind  me  so 
come  and  kill  him.’  The  exception  will 
be  the  Gargad  tree,  as  it  is  the  tree  of 
the  Jews.” 

The  YASA  also  distributed  a  map 
of  the  Arab  states.  The  numc  Palestine 
was  ■  written  in  the  place  where 
Greater  Israel  should  be.  According 
to  this  map.  Israel  does  not  exist  at 
all. 

In  ihe  YASA  constitution,  it  is 
stipulated  that  they  may  only  take  part 
iu  cultural  events.  These  actions  taken 
by  their  group,  just  days  after  it's  for¬ 
mation.  is  clearly  political.  "They 
have  clearly  overstepped  their  man¬ 
date",  said  Menachem  Neuer,  the 
program  director  of  the  Jewish  Stu¬ 
dent  Federation  on  the  York  Univer¬ 
sity  main  campus.  "We  will  monitor 
all  of  their  activities  from  here  on  in 
to  assure  no  further  incidents 
occur'.hc  added. 

Mohammed  Abed  Elhag.  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  YASA.  said  that  he  be¬ 
lieves  a  Palestinian  state  should  exist 
beside  Israel.  He  was  bom,  and  lived 
in  the  West  Bank  all  his  life,  there¬ 
fore,  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand 
his  point  of  view.  In  fact,  he  and 
other  Palestinian  Arabs  wish  to  find 
Jews  who  agree  with  their  point  of 
view  and  support  a  Palestinian  state 
in  exchange  for  a  lasting  peace. 

How  can  anti-scmitic  and  anti- 
zionist  hate  literature  increase  Jewish 
support  for  a  Palestinian  slate?  Even 
Jews  who  are  ready  to  negotiate  and 
compromise  with  Palestinians  will  be 
very  reluctant  to  do  so  when  they  see 
a  map  which  shows  that  some  Arabs 
consider  all  of  Israel,  not  just  the 
West  Bank  and  the  Gaza  Strip,  to  be 
Palestine.  Compromise  and  negotia¬ 
tions  becomes  even  more  difficult 
when  Muslims  are  supposed  to  "fight 
and  kill  the  Jews." 

This,  unfortunately,  is  not  just  one 
isolated  case  of  anti-scmitic  literature 
which  surfaced  in  one  Canadian  uni¬ 
versity  campus.  Carlton  University, 
and  the  University  of  Toronto  have 
recently  been  plagued  with  similar 
epidemics.  Fortunately,  there  are  ef¬ 
fective  means  of  countering  this  type 
of  literature,  through  the  established 
Jewish  organization  representing  the 
Jewish  students  on  campus.  However, 
it  is  the  job  of  the  whole  Jewish  stu¬ 
dent  body  as  well  as  the  community 
to  insure  that  this  type  of  filth,  in 
general,  is  eliminated. 


stepped  in.  If  the  movie  is  deemed  to 
be  hate  literature,  the  MSA  could  be 
kicked  off  campus.  The  film  was 
shown  on  several  occasions  to  Jewish 
community  leaders  and  concerned 
Jewish  students  at  the  U  of  T  Hillel 
House.  Essentially,  the  film  detailed 
the  apparent  evils  of  the  Talmud,  and 
had  a  "Jewish  Conspiracy"  type  of 
theme.  The  most  interesting  aspects 
of  the  incident  are  still  brewing.  Stu¬ 
dents  wrote  letters  to  The  Varsity,  and 
probably  will  continue  to  do  so  until 
the  MSA's  status  on  campus  is  resol¬ 
ved.  Criminal  charges  could  be  laid, 
but  this  decision  has  not  yet  been 
made  by  the  police. 

The  first  letter  was  to  the  Scar¬ 
borough  student  from  another  U  of  T 
student  expressing  her  anger  that  he 
had  suggested  that  it  was  a  Christian 
film.  Al  Grant  wrote  back  saying  that 
because  it  was  from  a  Christian  or¬ 
ganization  in  Oregon,  and  was  an¬ 
nounced  as  such  in  Ihe  film,  he  called 
it  a  Christian  movie.  The  MSA  execu¬ 
tive  wrote  a  letter  to  the  editor  which 
had  a  caption  saying  "apology".  In 
the  letter  he  explained  that  he  had  no 
idea  of  the  content  of  the  movie,  and 
that  because  it  contained  offensive 
sentiments,  he  stopped  the  movie  be¬ 
fore  it  was  over.  However,  his  letter 
was  clearly  not  an  apology.  In  fact, 
the  MSA  is  said  to  have  called  the 
editor  herself  to  express  that  it  was 
not  an  apology,  and  therefore,  the 
caption  was  completely  inapprop¬ 
riate. 

Al  Grant  also  responded  to  this  let¬ 
ter.  which  caught  the  MSA  in  an  out¬ 
right  lie.  He  claimed  that  Ihe  film  was 
not  shut  off.  He  also  said  that  he  sub¬ 
jected  himself  to  the  whole  anti- 
Jewish  film.  He  questioned  their 
claim  that  they  did  not  know  the  con¬ 
tent  of  the  movie.  Grant  said  that  the 
film  was  introduced  to  the  audience 
by  a  speaker  who  said  thut  the  film 
was  relevant  even  though  it  did  not 
specifically  pertain  to  human  rights. 

The  conclusion  of  Grant's  letter  con¬ 
tained  some  anti-Israel  comments. 
However,  his  purpose  of  the  letter  re¬ 
mained  clear  He  was  extremely  op¬ 
posed  to  racism,  and  tried  to  create 
the  distinction  between  hating  Jews, 
and  haling  the  actions  of  the  Israeli 
military. 

In  the  next  round,  Paul  Goldbach. 
chairman  of  Ihe  Israel  Support  and 
Action  Committee  wrote  to  The  Var¬ 
sity.  While  he  appreciated  Grant’s  ex¬ 
posing  of  the  situation,  he  took  great 
offence  to  some  of  Grant's  comments 
regarding  Israel.  In  the  same  issue, 
the  newly  formed  University  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Racism  also  wrote  into 
the  paper.  They  formed  when  the  Af- 
rican-Caribbean  Students  Association 
were  kicked  out  of  their  U  of  T  of¬ 
fices.  The  issue  turned  into  one  of 
racism,  and  thus  their  coalition  was 
bom.  UCAR  too,  tried  to  make  a  dis¬ 
tinction  between  not  agreeing  with 
the  Israeli  military  policy  and  hatred 
of  Jewish  people,  or  Jewish  culture. 
Interestingly  enough,  they  noted  that 
they  supported  the  Palestinian  upris¬ 
ing.  They  also  wrote  that  kicking  the 
MSA  off  campus  would  not  ac¬ 
complish  anything,  because  racism  in 
general  must  be  fought,  not  just  iso¬ 
lated  incidents. 

I  have  written  to  the  editor  to  ex¬ 
press  my  opinions  on  UCAR’s  letter. 
1  feel  th3t  banning  the  MSA  would 
serve  as  an  example  that  racist  prog¬ 
ramming  will  not  be  tolerated  at  U  of 
T.  I  also  suggested  that  if  the  Coali¬ 
tion  wanted  to  examine  oppression  in¬ 
stead  of  racism,  that  the  Baha'i. 
Kurds,  and  Tibetans  should  be  consi¬ 
dered.  I  suggested  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  limit  their  investigation 
to  the  Middle  East. 

So.  the  status  of  the  MSA  on  cam¬ 
pus  remains  to  be  seen.  Criminal 
charges  may  be  laid,  but  that  is  im¬ 
probable.  What  is  definite,  though,  is 
that  students  who  are  concerned  about 
any  issued  should  put  pen  to  paper. 
Sometimes,  one  letter  can  start  an  in¬ 
credible  chain  of  events.  Just  ask  Al 
Grant  if  he  thought  his  letters  would 
initiate  such  a  drastic  amount  of  activ¬ 
ity. 


by  Jeff  Unger 
Ottawa,  Ontario 


On  November  ninth  and  tenth  the 
United  Nations  Association  in 
Canada.  Canadian  Friends  of  Peace 
Now.  Near  East  Cultural  and  Educa¬ 
tional  Foundation,  and  the  National 
Council  on  Canada  Arab  Relations, 
sponsored  a  conference  entitled 
"Seeking  Peace  in  the  Middle  East”, 
held  at  Ihe  Skyline  Hotel  in  Ottawa. 
The  conference  dealt  with  finding 
possible  solutions  to  deal  with  the 
Arab-Isracli  conflict.  Members 
from  Peace  Now.  ihe  PL  O..  and 
some  ex-members  of  the  Israeli  milit¬ 
ary  (who  may  be  characterized  as  left 
wing)  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  rioting 
Palestinians  in  the  occupied  ter¬ 
ritories.  There  was  little  or  no  rep¬ 
resentation  on  behalf  of  Israel’s  gov¬ 
ernment.  The  sole  representative  of 
the  Canadian  Jewish  community  was 
Milton  Harris,  a  fomier  president  of 
the  Canadian  Jewish  Congress.  Be¬ 
cause  of  Harris'  outspoken  views  on 
the  Middle  East,  he  sustained  a  bar¬ 
rage  of  criticism  from  the  Jewish 
community. 

These  conferences  were  started 
four  years  ago.  One  of  the  first  con¬ 
ferences  was  held  in  Canada  at  Mon- 
tebciio  in  1986.  al  which  time  a 
broader  range  of  perspectives  was  ar¬ 
ticulated.  This  conference  is  a  follow¬ 
up  to  Montebello  except  for  the  fact 
all  participants  present  were  advo¬ 
cates  of  a  "land  for  peace  plan". 


The  first  speaker  at  the  conference 
was  Professor  John  Sigler,  former 
dean  of  the  Norman  Paterson  School 
on  International  Affairs,  who  pre¬ 
sented  an  overview  of  the  history  of 
the  Israel-Palestinian  conflict. 

The  next  speaker  was  the  Hon. 
Robert  Stanfield,  a  former  leader  of 
the  federal  Conservative  Party  who 
gave  a  very  brief  speech.  His  main 
point  was  that  “Israel  must  face  all 
the  facts...",  something  which  many 
believe  the  "West'  should  try. 

The  next  speaker  was  Ayman  Yas- 
sini,  president  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Canada  Arab  Relations  who 
•  talked  about  the  need  for  a  solution. 
He  says  (hat  a  proper  solution  re¬ 
quires  a  comprehensive  look  at  recent 
history  and  a  vision  for  the  future 
which  "...the  Likud  government 
lacks".  He  also  stressed  that  Canada 
should  play  an  active  role  in  the  peace 
process. 

Next  on  the  speaker's  list  was  Mel 
Shipman,  president  of  Canadian 
Friends  of  Peace  Now,  who  spoke 
about  Zionism  and  Palestinian 
nationalism  not  being  mutually  exclu¬ 
sive.  He  said  that  "...traditional 
enemies  should  talk". 

Mordcchai  Bar-On.  one  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  Israel  founders  of  Peace  Now 
said  (hat  rather  than  Labour  and 
Likud  fighting  each  other,  Israel 
needs  leadership  to  resolve  Ihe  con¬ 
flict. 

Next  to  speak  was  Afif  Safich, 
P.L.O.  representative  to  Ihe  Hague, 
who  spoke  about  the  fact  that  the 
compromise  should  not  be  between 


Labour  and  Likud  but  between  the 
Palestinians  and  the  Israelis.  His  key 
phrase  was:  “Allow  us  not  only  to  re¬ 
main  with  a  nightmare  to  share." 
There  were  many  other  speakers  as 
the  two  days  went  on,  but  many  of 
the  comments  became  repetitive  and 
unoriginal.  No  new  solutions  or  sug¬ 
gestions  were  pul  forward  in  this  con¬ 
ference. 


Speaker  at  the  Conference 


An  effort  to  disrupt  or  prevent  the 
conference  due  to  its  one-sided  cur¬ 
riculum  did  not  succeed.  A  press  con¬ 
ference  was  held  two  days  prior  to 
the  conference  by  the  CIC.  The  re¬ 
sults  of  the  efforts  of  the  CIC  as  well 
as  the  Toronto  Zionist  Council  to  or¬ 
ganize  a  protest  produced  only  a  woe¬ 
ful  turnout  of  30  people.  This  small 
turnout  included  students  and  other 
members  of  the  Jewish  community 
from  Montreal,  Toronto,  and  Ottawa. 

The  “land  for  peace"  groups  have 
had  their  conferences  and  have  given 
their  one  sided  views  on  the  events 
unfolding  in  the  Middle  East  as  well 
as  staling  what  they  think  should  be 
done.  These  conferences  have  expres¬ 
sed  their  displeasure  with  Israel's  ac¬ 
tions.  There  is  an  old  saying  that 
"there  are  two  sides  to  every  story". 
Unfortunately  the  Israeli  story  has  not 
yet  been  fully  told.  When  Israel's  pos¬ 
ition  is  stated  it  is  usually  criticized 
strenuously.  The  truth  has  to  come 
out.  There  are  Jews  who  don't  know 
what  to  believe.  They  have  been  fed 
lies  or  half  truth'  by  the  mediu  and 
conferences  like  these  Those  who  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  are  other  solutions  be¬ 
side  Land  for  Peace  should  be  rep¬ 
resented  in  these  conferences  If  there 
are  no  balanced  discussions  then  con¬ 
ferences  solely  presenting  the  other 
side  should  be  implemented  The 
members  of  the  Jewish  Dispora  with 
another  viewpoint  should  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  come  up  with  a  untied, 
coherent  alternator  suggestion  for 
peace.  Each  Jewish  group  has  Israel's 
best  interests  at  heart  After  all.  Israel 
is  our  home  as  well!  And.  if  wc  don't 
act  soon  there  may  be  nothing  left  to 
return  to. 

The  Telescope  3 


Protesters  outside  the  Skyline  Hotel  in  Ottawa 


Jews  still  facing  discrimination  in  the  USSR 


In  Cimly  Loner 

On  Nov.  9.  Grcgori  Kanovich.  re¬ 
cently-elected  deputy  from  Vilna  to 
the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  U.S.S.R.. 
was  a  guest  speaker  at  a  meeting 
sponsored  by  the  Canadian  Jewish 
Congress.  Issues  discussed  during  the 
meeting  included  reforms  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  anti-Semitism,  the  fate 
of  Jewish  culture,  and  the  political 
situation  of  Soviet  Jews. 

Kanovich  acknowledged  that  posi¬ 
tive  reforms  arc  taking  place  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  He  claimed  that  Gor¬ 
bachev  is  indeed  doing  as  much  as 
possible  to  encourage  reform,  and 
that  there  have  been  improvements 
for  the  Jews.  However,  he  also  stated 
that  there  was  far  more  progress  to  be 
made  The  present  economic  situation 
there  is  very  serious.  As  well.  200 
deputies  who  signed  a  petition  against 


anti-Semitism  have  received  no  re¬ 
sponse  as  of  yet.  and  anti-Semitism 
as  still  a  serious  problem.  But.  as 
Kanovich  stressed,  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  aspect  of  the  reforms  is  that  they 
are  taking  place  at  all. 

Kanovich  slated  that  "anti- 
Semitism  grows  like  grass  in  the 
Soviet  Union"  many  limes  during  the 
evening.  He  described  it  as  a  quiet, 
but  steadily  growing,  phenomenon. 
One  example  that  he  gave  involved  a 
large  Russian  movement,  headed  by 
an  anti-Semite.  This  movement  is 
against  the  renewal  of  Sovict-Israeli 
relations,  and  claim  that  on  the  day 
that  the  Soviet  Union  recognizes  Is¬ 
rael.  they  will  give  up  their  Com¬ 
munist  Party  membership.  There  are 
still  industries  with  quotas  on  the 
number  of  Jews  hired.  Although  there 
arc  laws  against  spreading  hate 
against  any  group,  they  arc  often  not 
enforced.  Unofficial  anti-Semitism  re¬ 
mains  a  problem  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

On  the  subject  of  the  survival  of 
traditional  Jewish  culture.  Kanovich 
was  clearly  pessimistic.  He  claimed 
that  the  best  Yiddish  writers  were  kil¬ 
led  during  the  Stalinistic  era,  and  that 
the  rest  were  to  frightened  to  write 
again.  There  was  no  younger  genera¬ 
tion  to  take  their  place.  Now.  he  says, 
there  arc  several  young  Yiddish  and 
Hebrew  language  writers,  but  the  out¬ 
look  is  still  not  promising.  The  Yd- 
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dish  language  is  dying.  There  has 
been  on  increase  in  the  amount  of 
Hebrew  instruction,  but  Kunovich  de¬ 
scribed  Hebrew  as  "a  language  for  the 
feet”,  referring  to  the  emigration  of 
Soviet  Jews  to  Israel.  As  well,  while 
some  youth  there  wish  to  know  more 
about  their  Jewish  identity,  some 
others  feel  that  they  want  to  hide  it. 

Jews  do  play  a  part  in  Soviet  poli¬ 
tics.  There  are  now  15  Jewish  de¬ 
puties  (a  deputy  is  roughly  the  equiva¬ 


lent  to  a  Canadian  MP)  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  Kanovich  is  proud  to  admit 
(hat  he  was  elected  "as  a  Jew"  and 
says  that  he  is  "a  Jew  in  my  soul  as 
well  as  my  passport"  He  says  that 
most  of  Lithuania's  9000  Jews  sup¬ 
port  the  Nationalistic  movement  (the 
movement  that  supports  indepen¬ 
dence  for  the  republic).  This  move¬ 
ment  recently  donated  5000  rubles  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Jewish  cultural 
centre.  Lithuania  was  described  as  an 


"oasis”  for  the  Jews.  Kanovich  said 
that  it  is  the  only  republic  with  Yd- 
dish  theatre,  and  the  only  republic 
where  his  Yiddish  language  books 
have  been  published. 

Clearly,  there  have  been  some  posi¬ 
tive  changes  for  Jews  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  It  will  be  interesting  to  sec 
how  increased  emigration  will  affect 
the  Jewish  community  there,  and  how 
far  future  reforms  will  go  to  improve 
conditions  for  the  Jews. 


Israel  -  Palestinians  must 
make  their  own  peace 


by  Joel  Bamennun 

Forget  the  Schultz  initiative,  and 
international  conference,  and  U.N.  re¬ 
solutions.  I  have  a  belter  plan.  It's 
time  for  Israel  and  the  Palestinians  to 
begin  looking  out  for  themselves. 

Let  Israel  make  the  first  move  by 
removing  its  military  forces  from  the 
Gaza  Strip,  handing  over  control  of. 
the  area  to  whomever  wants  it.  After 
a  set  period  of  time,  Israel  will  with¬ 
draw  its  troops  from  the  populated 
centres  in  the  West  Bank,  while  re¬ 
taining  control  over  the  Isracli-Jorda- 
nian  frontier. 

For  as  far  as  the  Palestinian  eye 
will  see.  the  land  will  no  longer  be 
"occupied."  Next,  let  Israel  declare 
itself  confederated  with  the  West 
Bank,  whose  Palestinian  citizens 
would  be  invited  to  convene  a  reg¬ 
ional  assembly  with  representatives 
from  each  town  or  district.  Voters  for 
this  assembly,  Jewish  of  Arab,  would 
elect  a  parliament  based  on  popula¬ 
tion  density  in  each  district. 

This  provincial  parliament  would 
have  extensive  local  powers  and 
would'clecr representatives  to  the  fed¬ 
eral  legislative  body,  the  Knesset. 

The  Jewish  settlers  would  have 
dual  citizenship  of  both  this  Palesti¬ 
nian  province  and  the  State  of  Israel, 
with  full  voting  rights  in  each  parlia¬ 
ment.  To  achieve  citizenship  and  full 
voting  rights.  West  Bank  residents 
would  serve  two  years  of  national  ser¬ 
vice,  c.g..  teaching  or  leading  youth 


groups. 

What  about  a  Palestinian  army? 
There  would  be  none.  If  the  Japanese, 
the  Welsh  and  the  Lithuanians  can  do 
without  armed  forces,  so.  too.  can  the 
Palestinians. 

Jerusalem?  No  change.  Israel  con¬ 
trols  overall  security.  Moslems  retain 
sovereignty  over  the  mosques;  Christ¬ 
ians  get  the  churches;  and  Jews  the 
synagogues. 

This  scenario  is  exactly  what  au¬ 
tonomy  means.  For  Israel,  it  would 
present  a  viable  alternative  to  military 
occupation  and  a  way  of  healing 
wounds. 

As  the  Palestinians  begin  to  reap 
the  educational  and  technological  be¬ 
nefits  or  such  semi-independent 
status,  their  socio-economic  situation 
will  improve.  This  will  widen  their 
middle  class  and  leave  them  with  a 
genuine  'stake'  in  the  system. 

Israel  should  use  its  great  military 
strength  as  a  shield  behind  which  the 
Palestinians  can  be  given  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  belter  their  own  socio¬ 
economic  condition.  They  will  see. 
through  their  lack  of  good  school  and 
'  weli-pnying  jobs',  dial  economic  pros¬ 
perity  is  more  relevant  to  them  at  (his 
stage  than  a  "Palestinian  State";  that 
the  way  to  improve  their  situation  is 
by  building  their  own  apartment 
blocks,  working  in  their  own  factories 
and  serving  their  own  tourist  enter¬ 
prises;  that  they  need  to  raze  their  re¬ 
fugee  camps  to  the  ground  and  begin 
working  on  permanent  housing  struc- 


structures. 

What  Palestinians  don't  need  is  the 
handouts  from  the  PLO.  Syria. 
Libya.  Iraq,  or  the  U.N.  These  people 
require  jobs,  homes  and  higher  levels 
of  education. 

Despite  claims  to  the  contrary,  this 
is  the  crux  of  the  problem.  Israel 
needs  to  disentangle  itself  from  the 
Palestinians  by  removing  its  military 
forces  from  their  populated  areas. 

Ending  the  occupation  is  Israel's  re¬ 
sponsibility.  It's  time  we  look  initia¬ 
tive  and  acted  unilaterally  in  our  own 
best  interests. 

Autonomy  is  a  good  first  step  to¬ 
ward  solving  the  Palcstinian-Isracli 
conflict,  yet  it  will  only  work  if  it 
offers  the  Palestinians  appropriate  in¬ 
centives  and  spurs  them  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  a  prosperous  future  in  confeder¬ 
ation  with  Israel  and  the  empty  re¬ 
volutionary  slogans  of  their  supposed 
allies  on  the  Arab  side. 

Originally  in  Toronto  Star.  October 
26.  I'm.  reprinted  in  Western  Ob¬ 
server. 

Over  70  Western  students  came  to 
bear  Joel  Binnerman  speak  on  behalf 
of  the  COALITION,  t The  Jewish  stu¬ 
dent  group  at  Western),  on  October 
I7lli.  Mr.  Bainernum  lectured  on  the 
economic  viability  of  a  'two  state  solu¬ 
tion'  and  bis  predictions  that  such  a 
situation  would  "only  thrust  the  region 
into  decades  of  unrest  and  instability." 
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Battle  for  Israel 
being  lost  in 
the  media  war 


by  Elieier  Whartnum 

reprinted  from  Israel  Scene.  January 

1989 

From  the  moment  the  inlifida  was 
underway,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
chief  weapon  of  the  rioters  was  to  be 
the  media,  particularly  the  electronic 
media.  In  his  perceptive  way,  Henry 
Kissinger  had  recommended  that  Is¬ 
rael  ban  media  coverage  of  the  in¬ 
lifida.  It  did  not. 

“When  Israeli  soldiers  swing  clubs 
among  rioters,”  according  to  Mor¬ 
timer  B.  Zuckerman,  editor  of  US 
News  and  World  Report.  "TV  news 
gets  a  lot  of  what  it  likes  best  -  great 
moments.  They  shock  the  viewers; 
they  compel  attention.  When  action 
is  the  essence  of  the  story,  as  it  is 
most  simply  in  something  like  a 
sports  event  or  an  earthquake,  the  mo¬ 
ments  can  add  up  to  a  truth.  In  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza  riots,  the  mo¬ 
ments  have  added  up  to  a  lie." 

A  study  conducted  by  the  Institute 
for  Media  and  Public  Affairs  in 
Washington  revealed  that  during  the 
first  four  months  of  the  intifada,  U.S. 
television  networks.  ABC.  NBC  and 
CBS.  reported  375  stories  totalling  al¬ 
most  600  minutes  on  their  evening 
news  shows,  as  compared  to  a  total 
of  52.3  minutes  on  the  war  in  Af¬ 
ghanistan  during  all  of  1985. 

Israel  has  about  350  resident 
foreign  correspondents  and  stringers, 
the  third  largest  press  corps  in  the 
world  alter  Washington  and  Moscow. 
In  addition,  hundreds  more  fly  in  for 
a  brief  visit,  during  which  time  they 
will  file  a  story  and  fly  out  to  do  the 
same  in  Ugundu.  India.  Nicaragua,  or 
wherever  there  is  action. 

Usually,  they  possess  almost  no 
back-ground  knowledge  of  the  subject 
they  arc  covering,  do  not  speak 
Arabic  or  Hebrew,  and  yet  it  is  they 
who  will  share  their  instant  expertise 
with  their  audiences.  To  ensure  that 


they  are  filing  "acceptable"  material, 
correspondents  fall  back  on  the  herd 
instinct,  interviewing  the  same 
sources,  witnessing  the  same  limited 
scenes,  exchanging  notes,  and.  of 
course,  dispatching  much  the  same 
material.  Few  correspondents  like  to 
stick  their  necks  out  and  file  material 
not  in  line  with  what  their  colleagues 
arc  transmitting.  They  dislike  hostile 
inquiries  from  their  editors. 

What  is  most  disturbing  has  been 
the  inability  of  many  of  these  corres¬ 
pondents  to  distinguish  between 
cause  and  effect.  The  essence  of  the 
matter  is  that  there  are  non-violent 
ways  to  conduct  civil  disobedience. 
The  Palestinians  could  refuse  to  pay 
taxes.  They  could  refuse  to  send  their 
children  to  school.  They  could  refuse 
to  work  for  Israeli  employers.  They 
could  declare  a  general  strike.  But  the 
moment  that  they  resorted  to  vio¬ 
lence.  they  invited  a  violent  reaction. 
Thomas  Friedman,  former  Jerusalem 
bureau  chief  of  the  New  York  Times. 
summed  it  up;  "While  Israel  deserves 
a  bad  press,  so  does  the  Palestinian 
leadership.  The  situation  took  two  to 
make  it;  and  while  throwing  stones 
and  bottles  may  be  a  necessary  condi¬ 
tion  for  Palestinian  independence,  it 
is  not  a  sufficient  one." 

Foreign  correspondents  do  not  re¬ 
nounce  intifada  violence.  They  sim¬ 
ply  report  it.  maintaining  the  role  of 
observers  who  are  not  expected  to 
make  a  value  judgement.  But  their 
judicious  use  of  adjectives  and  ad¬ 
verbs;  the  scenes  they  choose  to 
shoot;  the  interviews  they  choose  to 
make;  the  photos  they  choose  to  ac- 

vompunyflieir  atones  contradict  their 

claim  that  they  arc  only  reporting 
what  they  sec  or  hear.  Obviously,  if 
the  Palestinians  had  not  rejected  the 
UN  partition  decision  of  1945,  today 
they  would  have  an  independent  stale 
of  their  own;  had  they  not  taken  up 
arms  against  Israel,  there  would  not 


be  a  single  Arab  refugee  today;  had 
they  not  thrown  stones  and  Molotov 
cocktails  at  soldiers  and  civilians, 
there  would  not  be  a  single  dead 
Palestinian  as  a  result  of  the  intifada. 
This  is  an  essential  part  of  the  story 
emanating  from  the  administered  ter¬ 
ritories,  but  this  background  has 
hardly  ever  been  referred  to  by  “ob¬ 
jective"  reporters. 

"Israel  has  a  bad  image  and  gets  a 
bad  press  today,"  declared  the  Time's 
Friedman,  "because  the  reality  un¬ 
folding  before  our  eyes  is  a  very  ugly 
one.  But  Israel  gets  an  even  worse 
press  than  it  deserves  for  a  variety  of 
reasons."  Among  those  reasons  may 
be  the  double  standard  employed 
when  reporting  on  Jews  and  Arabs.  It 
is  a  factor  that  editors  do  not  like  to 
acknowledge.  Part  of  it  may  be  the 
innate  guilt  harbored  by  many  gen¬ 
tiles  regarding  the  role  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  world  during  the  Holocaust.  U.S. 
columnist  Julie  Burchin  accurately  as¬ 
sessed  the  mood;  "How  convenient 
are  the  .disturbances. in  Gaza  u>.  prove 
•they'  are  as  bad  as  'us'.  It's  a  great 
comfort  that  ‘Jews  arc  as  bad  as  us' 
because  then  the  Holocaust  becomes 
a  lighter  burden  of  guilt  for  gentiles 
to  carry.  If  no  one  is  innocent,  then 
no  one  is  guilty.  Castigating  Israel  has 
become  a  panacea  to  the  conscience, 


making  a  good  night's  sleep  much 
easier  to  come  by."  That  perhaps  ex¬ 
plains  how  in  one  single  issue  the 
N.Y.  Times  devoted  10,000  words  on 
seven  pages  to  the  Sabra  and  Shatilla 
massacres  of  Palestinians  by  Christian 
Lebanese  during  Israel's  invasion  of 
Beirut.  The  Washington  Post  printed 
300.000  wotds  of  intifada  coverage 
during  five  months  of  disturbances, 
although  defined  as  "a  low  grade  reg¬ 
ional  conflict"  by  the  newspaper's 
ombudsman.  And,  in  one  day,  the 
Herald  Tribune  devoted  seven  col¬ 
umns  and  one  large  photo  to  the  in¬ 
tifada,  while  running  a  single-column 
story  on  5.000  Kurds  killed  by  Iraqi 
gas  bombs. 

Although  it  is  difficult  to  prove, 
every  correspondent  knows  it  to  be  a 
fact;  the  medium  is  the  message.  A 
television  camera  not  only  records 
news;  it  make  it.  Point  a  camera  at  a 
crowd  and  it  will  come  alive;  point  it 
away  and  it  will  fall  silent.  Television 
crews  not  only  report  what  they  sec; 
.  consciously  or  otherwise  they  initiate 
what  they  report.  Little  wonder  that 
Kissinger  advised  Israel  to  ban  TV 
coverage  from  the  start  of  the  in¬ 
tifada. 

To  survive  in  such  a  ruthless  arena, 
employees  in  news  gathering  organi¬ 
zations,  from  the  chief  executive  on 


down  arc  aware  of  one  sacrosanct 
word:  ratings.  Newsmen  are  expected 
to  do  their  part  to  entice  more  read¬ 
ers.  more  viewers,  more  listeners. 
This  often  entails  appealing  to  the 
baser  emotions  of  one’s  audience. 
Scenes  of  brutality,  violence, 
bloodshed,  mayhem  and  action  enth¬ 
use  audiences.  When  coupled  with 
the  limited  format  in  which  television 
or  radio  are  presented  to  the  public, 
the  one  minute  or  90  second  rendi¬ 
tions  become  stereotypes  when  re¬ 
pealed  often  enough.  The  visual 
image  remains  long  after  the  printed 
story  is  forgotten.  Even  if  a  corres¬ 
pondent  sends  a  balanced  report  to 
his  office,  it  is  likely  to  be  edited  in 
such  a  way  as  to  achieve  the  widest 

This  shaping  of  the  news  has 
aroused  a  great  deal  of  concern 
among  responsible  journalists.  One  of 
them.  Eric  Sevcrcid.  a  seasoned  re¬ 
porter  and  elder  statesman  in  Amer¬ 
ican  journalism,  summed  it  up  thus: 
"Our  vigorous  formulae  of  so-called 
objectivity... our  flat,  one-dimensional 
handling  of  the  news,  has  given  the 
lie  the  same  prominence  and  impact 
that  is  given  to  truth;  they  have  ele¬ 
vated  the  influence  of  fools  to  that  of 
wise  men;  the  ignorant  to  the  level  of 
the  learned;  evil  to  the  level  of  good." 


Shamir  says: 

Palestinians  YES  — PLO  NO! 


bv  Cindy  Latter  &  Allan  Kttgal 

Israeli  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Shamir  announced  recently  that  the 
government  would  conditionally  ac¬ 
cept  U.S.  Secretary  of  States  James 
Baker's  peace  proposal.  The  proposal 
calls  for  talks  between  Israeli  and 
Palestinian  delegations  in  Cairo.  The 
objective  of  these  talks  would  be  to 
discuss  Shamir's  proposal  of  allowing 
elections  in  the  territories  in  order  to 
permit  the  Palestinians  to  choose  lead¬ 
ers  who  would  negotiate  a  form  of 
self-rule  for  five  years.  However,  be¬ 
fore  agreeing  to  the  talks,  Israel  stated 
that  it  won't  negotiate,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  with  the  PLO.  This  con¬ 
dition  has  not  been  well  received  by 
the  PLO,  who  want  to  be  the  ones 
responsible  for  choosing  the  Palesti¬ 
nian  delegation.  As  well,  Egyptian 
President  Hosni  Mubarak  has  said 
that  Egypt  plans  only  to  support  those 
candidates  who  arc  supported  by  the 
PLO  for  the  Palestinian  delegation. 
Conflict  over  just  what  role  the  PLO 
will  play  in  the  Palestinian  delegation 
may  jeopardize  the  entire  proposal. 
Why  then  is  Shamir  risking  every¬ 
thing  by  insisting  on  no  PLO  involve¬ 
ment'.’ 

The  first  reason  has  to  do  with  the 
PLO's  covenant  itself.  Article  9  or  the 
covenant  states: 

•  Armed  struggle  is  the  only  way  to 
liberate  Palestine...  The  Palestinian 
Arab  people  affirms  its  absolute  resol¬ 


ution  and  abiding  determination  to 
march  forward  toward  the  amicd  rev¬ 
olution... 

The  Israeli  government  hopes  that 
these  talks  will  lead  towards  a  lasting 
peace.  How  is  this  possible  if  they 
are  negotiating  with  people  who  only 
believe  in  violent  solutions'?  Further¬ 
more,  Article  21  states: 

•  The  Palestinian  Arab  people,  in  ex¬ 
pressing  itself  through  the  armed 
Palestinian  revolution,  rejects  every 
solution  that  is  a  substitute  for  a  com¬ 
plete  liberation  of  Palestine,  and  re¬ 
jects  all  plans  that  aim  at  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Palestine  issue  or  its  inter¬ 
nationalization. 

How  is  negotiating  possible  if  the 
other  party  rejects  any  form  of  com¬ 
promise?  The  PLO  clearly  wants  not 
just  the  territories  obtained  by  Israel 
in  1967,  but  the  entire  state!  Thus, 
Shamir  believes  that  dialogue  with 
the  PLO  is  meaningless. 

The  Israeli  government  docs  not 
trust  the  PLO.  It  believes  that  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  territories  would  not  stop 
terrorism,  but  is  rather  the  first  step 
in  the  compete  destruction  of  Israel. 
Farouk  Kadoumi.  foreign  minister  of 
the  PLO.  was  quoted  in  an  interview 
with  Newsweek  as  saying  “We  ought 
to  be  flexible  in  order  to  establish 
peace  in  this  part  of  the  world.  So  we 
accept  as  a  fact  that  at  this  stage  we 
have  a  Palestinian  state-on  only  part 
of  our  soil.  That  docs  not  indicate  any 


intention  of  giving  up  the  rest  of  our 
rights.  There  are  two  stages  to  our 
return.  First  stage  to  the  1967  lines. 
Second  stage  to  the  1948  borders..." 

As  well,  contradictory  statements 
made  by  Yasser  Arafat  make  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  believe  any  promise  made 
by  the  PLO.  At  a  Geneva  press  con¬ 
ference  on  Dec.  14,  1988,  Arafat  said 
"We  totally  and  absolutely  renounce 
all  forms  of  terrorism."  Yet,  in  an  in¬ 
terview  with  Vienna  television  service 
on  April  29.  1989  he  said  "I  am  still 
committed  to  what  I  said  in  Cairo  in 
1985  (when  he  retained  the  right  to 
attack  Israel  and  the  territories). "  On 
May  2.  1989  he  declared  the  Coven¬ 
ant  null  and  void,  but  on  April  29, 
1989  claimed  that  he  didn't  have  the 
authority  to  make  changes  to  it. 

Finally,  the  Israeli  government  has 
shown,  by  proposing  that  the  Palesti¬ 
nians  elect  their  own  representatives, 
that  they  want  to  negotiate  with  the 
true  Palestinian  leaders.  Docs  the 
PLO  genuinely  reflect  the  wishes  of 
all  Palestinians'?  So  far.  at  least  117 
moderate  Palestinians  have  been  kil¬ 
led  by  radicals.  Arafat  himself,  speed¬ 
ing  in  Riyadh  on  Jan.  I,  1989  de¬ 
clared  that  “Whoever  thinks  of  slop¬ 
ping  the  intifadah  before  it  achieves 
its  goals,  I  will  give  him  ten  bullets 
in  the  chest."  Clearly,  there  must  be 
more  effective  Palestinian  representa¬ 
tives  than  the  PLO  for  the  Israelis  to 
negotiate  with. 


PLO  CHAIRMAN  ARAFAT  APPROVES 
OF  BEIJING  MASSACRE 


When  thousands  of  Chinese  Students  were 
being  MURDERED: 

The  World  said  ” SHOCKING “ 

Arafat  said  "GRATIFYING" 

The  World  said  "MURDER  AND  REPRESSION’ 
Arafat  said  "RESTORING  NORMAL  ORDER" 

The  World  said  " OUTRAGEOUS " 

Arafat  said  "CONGRATULATIONS" 

In  a  telegram  to  Chinese  Communist  Perly  General  Secretery  Jiang 
Zemin  on  June  27,  1989  and  reprinted  In  the  BEIJING  PEOPLE  DAILY 
on  June  29,  1989,  Aratal  exact  wordt  were  : 


*  On  behalf  of  the  Arob  Palestinian 
people,  their  leadership  and  myself,  I 
express  the  mermen,  moil  sincere 
•onyratutasions  to  you.  dear 
omrade.  on  your  appointment  to 
ieneral  Secretary  of  the  Conetesniss 
Party  of  China,  and  late  thil 
opportunity  to  express  extreme 
fratjkaiion  that  you  were  able  to 
i lore  normal  order  after  the  recent 
■idents  in  People’s  China.  I  wish 
you.  dote  friends,  more  process  in 
your  endeavor  to  ochiese  the  hopes, 
tools,  aspirations,  stability  and 
security  of  our  friends,  the  Chinese 
people' 


The  student  CoUtHon  tor  t  Juet  Peeoe  in  the  iMddie  ^  _ 
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Jewish  suffering  -  will  it  ever  end? 


Men  amusing  themselves  by  kicking  Jews  (Poland  1939-1940). 
Reprinted  from  Encyclopedia  Judaica. 


York  U  has  its  cult  week 


by  Sieve  Bergson 

The  lumoul  for  this  year's  cull 
awareness  week  entitled  "Mind 
Games  '89;  Pulling  Your  Own 
Slrings".  sponsored  by  the  York  Cath¬ 
olic  community.  York  Jewish  Student 
Federation  and  Office  of  Student  Af¬ 
fair*  was  notably  much  better  than 
last  year's  turnout.  Jt  was  run 
smoothly  without  the  usual  interfer¬ 
ence  of  the  Church  of  Scientology  or 
other  similar  religious  groups.  The 
purpose  of  Cult  Awareness  week  wus 
to  inform  and  educate  students  and 
their  leaders  about  mind  control 
techniques  and  discuss  groups  that 
have  tried,  through  mind  control,  to 
recruit  members  on  university  cam- 

On  October  19.  Rob  Tucker,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  Council  on  Mind 
Abuse,  spoke  to  a  group  of  people  at 
the  West  Bear  Pit  at  York  University. 
He  described  various  mind  control 
techniques,  sensory  deprivation,  in¬ 
ducing  euphoric  stales  and  controlling 
psychology.  He  discussed  groups 
such  as  the  Church  of  Scientology, 
Hari  Krishna.  Rajnccshis  and  Charles 
Manson  which  have  used,  or  are  al¬ 
leged  to  have  used,  mind  control  in 
the  past.  He  also  gave  a  demonstra¬ 


tion  of  how  cull  leaders  induce  fear 
in  people. 

On  October  30,  Bob  Fellows  gave 
magic  demonstration  to  a  tremendous 
crowd,  at  York  University,  to  show 
that  appearance  is  not  always  the 
same  as  reality.  Fellows  fell  that  just 
os  magicians  can  manipulate  their  au¬ 
diences  to  make  them  see  what  they 
want  them  to  see,  cults  can  manipu¬ 
late  perspective  members  to  think  that 
their  organization  is  god-like.  He  also 
showed  that  what  appears  to  be  free 
choice  may  actually  be  deceptive  au¬ 
thority. 

On  October  31,  Mike  Kropucld.  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Hillcl  Cult  Project,  came 
in  from  Montreal  to  talk  to  York  stu¬ 
dents,  as  well  as  to  discuss  with  stu¬ 
dent  leaders  how  to  deal  with  cult  re¬ 
lated  problems.  He  felt  that  as  long 
as  some  people  may  be  prevented 
from  joining  a  cause  that  they  really 
do  not  believe  in,  it  was  worth  talking 
to  the  students. 

If  students  are  more  conscious  of 
cults  as  well  as  what  the  cult  leaders 
arc  capable  of  doing  to  the  mind,  then 
we  can  protect  ourselves  from  them. 
There  may  always  be  cults  but  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  problem  is  'half  the  bat¬ 
tle'. 


Who  are  Ethiopian  Jews? 


Reprinted  from.  Observer,  Western 
University 

Though  they  are  commonly  called 
"Falashas,"  which  means  stranger  or 
outsider,  the  Ethiopian  Jews  call 
themselves  Bela  Israel,  which  means 
House  of  Israel.  There  are  a  variety 
ol  theories  about  the  origins  of  these 
people.  They  might  be  the  descen¬ 
dants  of  Moses,  or  King  Solomon  and 
the  Queen  of  Sheba  or  possibly  the 
lost  tribe  of  Dan.  At  the  present  time 
the  third  suggestion  is  the  most 
w  idely  accepted  theory. 

Beta  Israel  reigned  in  Ethiopia 
around  the  tenth  century.  Due  to  the 
Christian  and  Moslem  forces,  the 
Jews  were  overpowered,  enslaved  and 
forced  to  convert.  Their  land  was  con¬ 
fiscated  and  their  towns  were  de¬ 
stroyed  As  well,  they  were  plagued 
by  poverty  and  disease. 

Beta  Israel  have  been  isolated  from 
world  Jewry  since  biblical  times,  yet 
they  have  remained  strong  in  their 
faith  and  observance  of  Jewish  laws. 
They  arc  a  unique  community  but 
6  The  Telescope 


their  numbers  arc  steadily  declining 
and  something  must  be  done  about 
this  fact  before  it  is  too  late.  Three 
years  have  passed  since  the  rescue 
mission  known  as  "Operation  Moses" 
brought  an  estimated  10,000  Ethio¬ 
pian  Jews  to  Israel.  An  estimated 
15,000  Jews  arc  still  stranded  in 
Ethiopia.  Those  left  behind  arc 
primarily  the  elderly,  the  sick  and  the 
young.  Ethiopia  is  the  poorest  coun¬ 
try  in  the  world,  and  due  to  this,  the 
Ethiopian  Jews  face  famine  and  per¬ 
secution  from  their  neighbours  and 
the  Ethiopian  government.  Practically 
every  family  is  divided,  with  some 
members  in  Israel  and  some  in 
Ethiopia.  The  major  concern  of  these 
people  is  to  be  reunited  with  their 
families.  Distress  over  being  sepa¬ 
rated  from  their  family  members  has 
had  a  negative  influence  on  Ethiopian 
assimilation  into  Israeli  society.  The 
Ethiopian  government  refuses  to  grant 
Ethiopian  Jews  the  right  to  leave,  and 
hence  their  right  to  be  reunited  with 
their  families. 


by  Tom  Kelly 

Over  the  last  1700  years,  the  Jews 
have  been  the  most  persecuted  people 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  They  have 
been  expelled  from  virtually  every' 
country  in  Western  Europe  at  least 
once.  Hundreds  of  thousands  have 
chosen  death  rather  than  conversion. 
They  have  been  feared,  despised,  and 
envied  by  the  people  around  them. 

The  "age  of  enlightenment"  took 
place  from  the  19th  -  20th  century. 
During  this  period,  the  Jews  felt  a 
sense  of  security  because  they  were 
given  freedom  and  equal  rights.  Soon 
enough,  all  of  their  dreams  were  shat¬ 
tered  as  the  holocaust  began. 

Adolf  Hiller  came  into  power  in 
1933.  He  took  over  a  country  which 
was  in  total  despair,  Germany  had 
lost  World  War  1  which  left  the  coun¬ 
try  in  depression.  The  people  of  Ger¬ 
many  were  desperate,  they  were  look¬ 
ing  for  a  strong  leader  who  could  help 
their  country.  Hitler  proved  to  be  just 
that.  He  blamed  World  War  I.  the  de¬ 
pression  and  all  of  Germany's  prob¬ 
lems  on  the  Jews.  He  assured  Ger¬ 
many  that  he  had  “a  solution  to  the 
Jewish  problem",  a  solution  which 
would  make  the  German  race,  the 
"muster  race". 

As  soon  as  Hitler  took  charge  he 
isolated  the  Jews  from  the  German 
society.  Anti-scmitism  became  an  of¬ 
ficial  state  policy.  Jews  were  attacked 
and  arrested  for  no  reason.  Their 
stores  were  broken  into  and  de¬ 
stroyed.  They  were  deprived  of  all 
legal  and  civil  rights.  The  infamous 
Nuremburg  laws  made  Jews  into  sec¬ 
ond  class  citizens.  By  1939,  Jews  had 
no  jobs,  no  property,  no  rights,  and 
were  completely  isolated  from  the 
German  society. 

Hiller's  next  step  toward  the  final 
'solution  consisted  o’f  gathering  the 
Jews  up,  together  in  ghettos.  The  con¬ 
ditions  were  devastating.  There  was 
massive  overcrowding,  starvation  and 
disease.  Hundreds  of  corpses  were 
commonly  seen  lying  on  the  streets. 

By  1941.  all  of  mainland  Europe 
was  under  Hitler's  control.  Nine  mil¬ 
lion  Jews,  helpless,  defenseless,  with 
no  place  to  go  were  destined  to  die. 
The  Jews  were  then  told  that  they 
could  move  out  of  the  ghettos  into 
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"lovely  camps  on  a  hill".  The  Jews 
were  ready  to  go  anywhere  to  escape 
the  horrid  conditions  of  the  ghettos. 
Little  did  they  realize  their  upcoming 
fate! 

In  the  beginning  there  were  mass 
shootings.  Jewish  prisoners  were 
forced  to  dig  huge  pits,  undress,  and 
stand  at  the  edge  to  be  machine  gun¬ 
ned  in  to  their  crowded  graves.  Over 
I  million  men.  women,  and  children 
were  murdered  in  this  way.  Hitler  de¬ 
cided  that  this  method  was  simply 
"too  slow  and  messy"  for  him.  That 
is  when  gas  chambers,  death 
marches,  and  crematoria  were  pul 
into  effect.  The  remains  of  the  burnt 
bodies  were  used  for  soap  and  fer¬ 
tilizer. 

Every  possible  disgusting  type  ol 
experiments  were  preformed  on  the 
Jews,  such  as:  How  long  can  a  human 
survive  with  increasing  air  pressure 
or  what  would  happen  to  a  female  if 
her  legs  were  strapped  together  dur¬ 
ing  labour?  The  horrid  list  goes  on 


and  on.  The  most  pathetic  part  is  that 
many  of  these  experiments  were  per¬ 
formed  by  one  of  Germany’s  most  in¬ 
tellectual  doctors,  Dr.  Mcngelc. 

The  killings  look  priority  over 
fighting  the  war.  and  continued  until 
the  last  possible  moment,  even  after 
the  Nazis  knew  the  war  was  lost. 

How  could  this  be?  How  could  an 
advanced  country  such  as  Germany 
was  at  that  time,  come  up  with  such 
inhuman  methods  of  genocide.  They 
also  received  support  from  almost 
every  country  in  Europe.  In  total  five 
million  adults  and  one  million  chil¬ 
dren  were  slaughtered  in  what  we 
know  today  as  the  Shoah. 

Many  of  us  don't  believe  that  this 
could  ever  happen  again,  but  this  at¬ 
titude  is  incorrect.  Adolf  Hitler  was 
not  the  first  to  cause  a  mass  genocide, 
only  the  most  successful.  It  happened 
before,  it  can  happen  again,  Only 
education  can  prevent  a  reoccurrence. 
Never  forget  must  be  the  slogan  of 
all  of  humanity,  until  the  end  of  time. 


Four  drawings  by  Ella  Lieberman  Irom  her  memory  of  Auschwitz.  1.  Tt 
showers  (Gas  Chamber).  2.  Prison  cell  (standing  room  only). 

3.  Kneeling  punishment  (beaten  if  you  drop  the  rock  or  relax  your 
arms).  4.Hangings  (if  you  tried  to  escape). 


Cultural  Events 


(Above)  Cutaway  model  of  the  house  where  Anne 
Frank  lived  during  the  German  Occupation. 

(Below  and  Far  Right)  Photographs  of  German 
Occupied  Holland. 


(Above)  Anne  Frank's  class  picture. 


Anne  Frank  Exhibit 


On  September  1,  1939,  World  War 
II  broke  out.  It  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  new  way  of  life  for  the  Jewish 
people,  and  other  minority  races  liv¬ 
ing  in  Germany.  The  war  paved  the 
road  for  hatred  and  suffering  directed 
against  all  those  who  were  not  pure 
Germans.  Anne  Frank  and  her  family 
were  one  of  the  millions  who  were 
forced  to  follow  this  path  to  destruc¬ 
tion.  With  the  exception  of  her  father, 
Anne,  her  mother  and  sister  died  in 
Concentration  camps.  However,  the 
memory  of  Anne  is  kept  alive  by  her 
one  last  remnant  of  hope;  her  diary. 

The  Holocaust  Organization  has 
pul  together  a  presentation  of  World 
War  II,  mainly  focusing  on  Anne's 
life.  The  exhibit  left  one  feeling  that 
her  story  was  a  tragic  one.  But  in  her 
eyes,  going  into  hiding  was  an  "ad¬ 
venture",  which  gave  her  a  chance  to 
reflect  on  people  Hence,  her  now  fa¬ 
mous  words,  "in  spite  of  everything, 

I  believe  people  are  really  good  at 
heart".  Thus  signifying  an  inner 
strength  so  rare  in  a  person. 


This  act  of  faith  can  only  leave  me 
hoping  to  one  day  become  as  true  at 
heart  as  Anne  Frank  once  was. 
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by  Rose  Gordon 


We  want  your 
Letters... 

If  you  have  an  opinion  which  you 
would  like  to  express  in  The  Tele¬ 
scope,  which  may  or  may  not  deal 
with  material  printed  in  The  Tele¬ 
scope,  then  write  to: 

The  Telescope, 

P.O.  Box  37090, 

6478  Yonge  Si., 
WUowdalt,  Onl., 

M2M  4J8 

All  letters  to  editors  arc  to  be  no 
longer  then  350  words.  Submitted  let¬ 
ters  become  property  of  the  Jewish 
Students’  The  Telescope  and  will  not 
be  relumed  except  by  prior  arrange¬ 
ment.  The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit  submissions  for  length,  grammar 
and  content. 


Vm  still  singing 


by:  Tracy  Brown 

Where  were  you  Saturday 
November  11,  at  8  pm?  Did  you  go 
see  “Safam”  at  Temple  Sinai?  If  you 
did.  I  know  you  had  a  good  lime. 
The  Jewish  Music  Society  of  Toronto 
presented  a  very  entertaining  “new- 
wave"  six-man  band  called  Safam. 
The  members  of  this  band  are  from 
various  countries,  except  for  one 
Canadian  from  Edmonton.  They  just 
finished  their  first  Canadian  tour,  and 
"...had  a  lot  of  fun."  said  keyboard 
player,  guitarist,  and  vocalist  Joel 
Sussman,  "...  but  |lhey'rc|  very 
tired."  They  gave  the  packed  shul  a 
very  enjoyable,  "feel-good"  evening 
with  music  in  Hebrew  and  English, 
ranging  from  Cantorial  to  pop.  Chas- 


sidic  to  Rock  'n  roll.  The  best  part  of 
the  show  was  towards  the  end.  as  they 
finished  with  two  exciting  encores. 
The  audience  was  clapping, snapping 
and  humming  to  'Aden  Olam'  sung 
to  the  tune  of  'Blue  Moon',  complete 
with  lots  of  'b-ding  adangs.'  and 
there  was  a  general  warm  feeling  in 
the  room.  Safam  currently  has  seven 
recordings  out.  and  these  along  with 
the  kippahs  and  music  books,  were 
available  for  purchase  after  the  show. 
Of  course  everything  had  distin¬ 
guished  mustaches  on  them.  (Safam 
is  Hebrew  for  mustache)  Everyone 
left  with  a  tunc  in  their  heard  One 
very  catchy  tunc  is  "Just  Another 
Foreigner'  that  many  people  liked. 
I'm  still  singing  it 
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Israel  must  not  commit  national  suicide 


bv  lliinii  Wilncr.  Ciiidnttiii.  OH 
As  wc  sit  in  our  homes  of  North 
America,  wc  arc  constantly  being 
bombarded  with  media  coverage  of 
Israel.  And  for  the  most  pan  the 
American  media  has  chosen  to  por¬ 
tray  a  negative  image  of  Israel  s  ac¬ 
tions  towards  the  Palestinians.  Sadly, 
there  are  also  large  numbers  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Jews  which  agree  with  these 

During  a  recent  conference  of  the 
Jewish  ^deration,  held  in  Cincinnati. 
Yitzhak  Shamir,  head  of  the  Likud 
Party,  stressed  the  need  for  solidarity 
on  two  key  problems  Israel  faces 
today. 

The  first  involves  the  preparation 
for  the  wave  of  Jewish  Aliyah  from 
the  Soviet  Union.  "They  arc  coming 
home."  Shamir  said,  "and  they  will 
be  welcomed  with  feelings  of  brother¬ 
hood  and  love."  The  entire  Jewish 
community  has  been  looking  forward 
to  the  day  when  those  oppressed  in 
the  Soviet  Union  would  finally  be  set 
free.  This  achievement  is  occurring 
faster  than  we  could  ever  have  hoped 
for.  But  it  is  imperative  to  have  unity 
and  support  of  Israel  in  this  crucial 
period. 

Shamir  appealed  to  the  North 
American  Jewry  for  the  assistance  in 
mobilizing  the  necessary  resources. 
While  financial  aid  is  needed,  emo¬ 
tional  support  is  much  more  impor¬ 
tant.  "Wc  need  dedication  of  Jewish 
heart  and  soul." 

Another  recent  breakthrough,  be¬ 
sides  the  opening  of  the  gates  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  is  the  recent  announce¬ 
ment  from  the  Ethiopian  government 
promising  to  resume  full  diplomatic 
relations  with  Israel.  Soon,  hopefully, 
all  of  the  remaining  Ethiopian  Jews 
(approximately  15,000)  will  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  emigrate  to  Israel.  To  not 
only  rejoin  their  immediate  families 
there,  but  as  well  to  be  reunited  with 
the  entire  Jewish  family  they  have 
been  separated  from  for  thousands  of 


Despite  these  positive  changes,  one 
area  of  the  globe,  as  Shamir  expres¬ 
sed.  "has  not  been  touched  by  the 
winds  of  change"...  namely  the  Arab 
Empire.  “In  this  environment  Israel 
is  still  being  regarded  as  an  alien  en¬ 
tity  and  its  right  to  exist  is  still  being 
denied." 

In  his  speech.  Shamir  explained  his 
refusal  to  negotiate  with  the  PLO.  He 
maintained  that  the  PLO  "is  totally 
disqualified  as  a  partner  to  peace." 


Their  only  goal  is  the  total  destruction 
of  Israel. 

In  a  letter  given  to  Shamir  before 
the  delivery  of  his  speech.  Anti-Likud 
individuals  declared  that  Shamir 
shouldn't  "mistake  their  applause  for 
the  support  of  his  ideals."  But  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  Heruit  Canada  news  release, 
this  activity,  "used  to  dog  Mr.  Begin 
on  his  foreign  trips  as  well  as  during 
moments  of  great  political  sensitivity 
before  Camp  David.  They  proved 
then  to  be  without  popular  support 


and  that  is  certainly  the  case  now." 

These  individuals  (anti-Likudists) 
really  want  ‘peace  and  tranquility'  in 
the  Middle  East,  and  they  sec  the 
ways  of  obtaining  this  goal  as  secon¬ 
dary  in  importance.  Shamir  believes 
that  this  attitude  is  naive.  There  must 
be  both  peace  and  stability  in  a  na¬ 
tion.  because  “if  the  history  of  this 
century  has  taught  us  one  thing  it  is 
that  peace  without  security,  is  no 
peace  at  all." 

The  government  of  Israel,  Shamir 


promised,  would  leave  no  stone  un¬ 
turned  and  no  opportunity  untouched 
in  their  quest  for  peace,  and  he  calls 
on  us  to  help  Israel  achieve  this  goal. 
"United,  wc  can  remove  all  difficul¬ 
ties  and  achieve  all  that  we  must 
achieve." 

But  for  Israel  every  step  towards 
peace  is  extremely  perilous.  One 
blunder  can  be  fatal.  Shamir  re¬ 
peatedly  stressed,  and  "wc  will  not 
be  pressured  into  committing  na¬ 
tional  suicide". 


Keep  Jordan  river  as  defense  border 


Reprinted  from  The  Washington  Times 

One  hundred  retired  U.S.  generals 
and  admirals  agree  that  Israel  must 
retain  the  Jordan  River  as  its  defense 
border. 

Recent  development  in  the  Middle 
East-Soviet  decision  to  withdraw 
from  Afghanistan,  the  cease  fire  in 
the  Iran-Iraq  war,  the  introduction  of 
chemical  weapons  and  medium-range 
missiles,  the  uprising  of  the  Palesti¬ 
nian  Arabs  and  the  withdrawal  of 
King  Hussein  from  his  claim  to  the 
West  Bank  —  have  created  new  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  region. 

A  misinterpretation  of  these  de¬ 
velopments  and  the  tendency  in  the 
era  of  glasnost  to  misread  Soviet  in¬ 
tentions  may  lead  this  or  a  new  U.S. 
adminstration  to  attempt  a  settlement 
of  the  Arab-Israeli  dispute  without 
proper  consideration  of  American's 
global  imperatives  and  the  strategic 
needs  of  our  most  reliable  ally  in  the 
region  —  Israel. 

To  maintain  its  ability  to  defend  it¬ 
self,  and  to  continue  to  serve  as  a 
vanguard  of  western  interests  in  the 
region,  Israel  must  retain  the  Jordan 
River  as  its  defense  border. 

An  Israeli  withdrawl  from  this  bor¬ 
der  would,  iri  the  present  political  re¬ 


ality,  lead  to  establishment  of  an  ir¬ 
redentist  Soviet-oriented  PLO  state  in 
the  2,000  square  miles  of  the  West 
Bank.  A  dwarfened  Israel  would  then 
be  an  irresistible  target  for  Arab  ad¬ 
venturism  and  terrorism  and  ulti¬ 
mately  for  an  all-out  military  assault 
which  could  end  Israel's  existence. 

If  Israel  were  to  relinquish  the  West 
Bank,  80%  of  its  population  and  most 
of  its  industry  would  be  within  the 
range  of  light  artillery,  mortars  and 
even  rifles  positioned  on  the  high 
ground  of  the  Samarian  and  Judean 
ridges.  These  ridges  cannot  be  effec¬ 
tively  demilitarized  or  adequately  in¬ 
spected.  Before  1967  they  served  as 
bases  for  terrorists,  whose  cross-bor¬ 
der  activities  cost  Israel  over  700 
dead  and  thousands  injured.  Since 
then,  the  natural  barrier  and  the  short 
border  provided  by  the  Jordan  River 
have  enabled  Israel  to  control  raids 
and  infiltration  and  to  prevent  the 
country  from  turning  into  another 
Lebanon. 

Military  control  of  the  Jordan  River 
line  is  aided  by  Israeli  observation 
posts  on  the  range  of  hills  over-look¬ 
ing  the  river  from  the  west.  Israel  has 
installed  extensive  early  warning  the 
ELINT  and  SIGINT  stations  there. 
If  Israel  loses  this  line,  it  would  have 


virtually  no  warning  of  attack.  Its  bor¬ 
ders  would  be  three  times  longer  than 
the  present  one. 

In  1968.  a  then-secret  report  by 
Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  asserted  that  Is¬ 
rael's  borders  were  indefensible  with¬ 
out  the  mountain  ridges  of  the  West 
Bank.  With  the  Arab  armies  at  least 
four  times  the  size  they  were  twenty 
years  ago.  this  assessment  is  more 
valid  today.  To  expect  that  Israel  can 
repeat  the  miraculous  military  feat  it 
preformed  in  1967  when  it  was  at¬ 
tacked  from  there  borders  is  to  tempt 
fate. 

It  is  often  argued  that  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  missiles  to  the  region  makes 
strategic  depth  irrelevant.  After  all. 
almost,  all  of  Israel  is  within  the 
range  of  Soviet  IRBMs  and  SRSMs 
now  in  the  arsenals  of  Syria.  Iraq  and 
Iran,  and  the  distance  from  the  Jordan 
River  to  the  Mediterranean  can  be 
crossed  by  supersonic  aircraft  on  a 
final  attack  profile  in  less  than  three 
minutes.  But  missiles,  artillery  and 
aircraft  can  cause  devastation.  They 
cannot  occupy.  Only  infantry  and  ar¬ 
mour  can  overrun  a  country  —  and 
those  arc  still  vulnerable  to  natural  to 
natural  barriers. 

Defensible  borders  arc  not  impre¬ 
gnable  borders.  Rather,  they  arc  bOr 


ders  that  give  early  warning  time  and 
provide  some  strategic  depth.  In  the 
face  of  unremitting  hostility  to  Israel's 
existence  by  Syrians.  Iraqis  and  the 
PLO.  Israel  must  have  such  borders. 
Having  repelled  continued  attacks  on 
its  population  from  this  territory,  and 
having  acquired  it  in  a  defensive  war 
in  1967.  Israel  has  no  legal,  political 
or  moral  obligations  to  relinquish  it. 

A  strong  Israel  has  served  Amer¬ 
ican's  interests.  To  remain  strong  it 
must  retain  the  Jordan  River  line  a  its 
eastern  security  border.  Pressing  Is¬ 
rael  to  withdrawl  from  this  line  will 
neither  bring  peace  nor  serve 
America's  Interest. 


THE  tfSjF  CALENDAR 

& 


DANCE 

TIME 

SATURDAY  JANUARY  20 


103  Clwch  Sum  t  a  RktunocUl 


JANUARY  1  TO  FEBRUARY  17 


HEY! 

Graduate 
&  Mature 
Students! 

Join  other  grad  and 
r  students  for 
free  pt::a  on 
Thun.  January  18. 
from  5  to  ~  pm  tn  the 

1  Suing  College 


Stretch! 

The  JSF  presents  a  tow- 

program 
beginning  January  11.  Classes 
Thursdays.  10-11  am  and 
Fnday  11-12  noon  in 
Founder  s  Junior  Common 
Room.  There  a  no  charge. 


Food  &  Thought 
Mondays 

Indulge  your  intellectual  appetite  In  the  JSF 
Portable!  Besides  free  bagels  and  cream  cheese. 
Mondays  now  offer  lucky  York  students  the 
chance  to  discuss  the  issues  with  prominent 
academics  in  an  informal  and  pleasant  setting. 
Admission  is  free,  of  course.  Please  consult  the 
calendar  for  a  list  of  topics  and  speakers.  You  may 
call  736-5178  for  more  information. 

See  y'all  there,  now! 


5  WEEKS  OF  PURE  GOLD  IN 

ISRAEL 


Departing  around  May  14 
Highlights  include  lours  of  historic  Jerusalem,  excitin 
ir.  Haifa  and  Eilat,  sightseeing  In  the  Galilee  a 
gr»,  visits  to  kibbutzim,  archeological  dig.  dim 
up  Masada,  briefings  on  current  isrneli  issues,  free  lii 
shopping,  leisure,  and  visits  with  friends  and  fami 


BORED  nrith  the  same  Friday  night  routine? 

BORE  NO  MORE! 

as  the  JSF  proudly  pre tents  the  new  year  s  first 

YORK  SHABBATON 

January  12&I3 

ONLY  S20.  featuring:  "all  York  residence  students 
•commuter  students  on  location  I  accomodations  in 
college  guest  rooms!  •quality,  filling,  kosher  meals 
•special  goest  speaker  'Shabbal  Dinner  -  Including 


'Weekend  Qet  away  treat 

JANUARY  26  -28 


ONLY 

75 


MONTREAL 

Don't  miss  the  event  of  the  new  tear'  Travel  by  luxury  coach  and  stay 
in  hotel  accomodations  in  beautiful  downtown  Montreal.  Plus  all  of 
this:  three  catered  meals  fkosher).  special  guest  speakers,  super 
friendly  atmosphere.  Wc  leave  Lawrence  Plaza  (Bathurst  dt  Lawrence) 
on  Friday  at  7:45  am  and  return  Sunday  at  9  pm.  SPACE  IS 
LIMITED,  SO  BOOK  IMMEDIATELY.  For  more  information, 
call  736-5178.  Registration  deadline  is  Monday,  January  15. 
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ARAFAT:  His  statements  and  contradictions 


Onowa,  May  3,  1989 

The  following  are  a  few  examples 
of  ihe  contradictions  which  are  found 
in  remarks  made  recently  by  PLO 
Chief  Yasser  Arafat: 

ON  AMENDING  THE  PLO 
COVENANT: 

STATEMENT: 

•As  for  the  Covenant,  I  believe  there 
is  an  expression  in  French,  c'csl 
caduque'  (meaning:  null  and  void)." 
(May  2.  1989  French  Television  TFI) 

CONTRADICTION: 

I  haven't  the  authority  to  effect 
changes  in  the  Covenant  by  myself." 

(April  29.  1989.  'Lc  Figaro') 
This  Covenant  may  only  be 
amended  with  a  majority  of  uvo- 
ihirds  of  the  total  number  of  members 
of  the  National  Assembly  of  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  at 
a  special  meeting  called  for  that  pur¬ 
pose." 

(From  Article  33  of  the  PLO 
Covenant) 

ON  THE  PURSUIT  OF  PEACE: 
STATEMENT: 

"Our  desire  for  peace  is  a  strategy 
and  not  an  interim  tactic.  We  are  bent 
on  peace,  come  what  may.  come  what 
may...” 

(Geneva  Press  Conference.  December 
14.  1988) 

CONTRADICTION: 

An  escalated  struggle,  an  intensifica¬ 
tion  of  the  uprising,  continued  martyr¬ 
dom.  and  an  expansion  of  the  con¬ 
frontation  will  bring  us  our  final  vic¬ 
tory." 

(December  15.  1988.  'Voice  of  Pales¬ 
tine'  Radio.  PLO  Baghdad) 


The  Palestinian  uprising  will  in  no 
way  end  until  the  attainment  of  the 
legitimate  rights  of  the  Palestinian 
people,  including  the  right  of  return." 
(January  13,  1989,  Qatar  News 
Agency) 

"I  didn't  change  my  policy  and  didn't 
surrender  to  the  American  demands 
and  conditions  —  the  U.S.  has 
changed  its  policy." 

(December  23.  1988,  Al-Qabas, 
Kuwait) 

ON  RENOUNCING  TERRORISM: 
STATEMENT: 

"We  totally  and  absolutely  renounce 
all  forms  of  terrorism."  (Geneva 
Press  Conference,  December  14, 
1988) 

CONTRADICTION: 

Q:  "Mr.  Arafat,  last  week  at  this  fa¬ 
mous  press  conference  you  re¬ 
nounced  terrorism.  Have  you 
done  this  due  to  American  pres¬ 
sure?" 

A:  "I  did  not  mean  to  renounce. 
...actually.  I  only  repeated  what 
our  Palestine  National  Council 
had  accepted.  ...I  am  still  com¬ 
mitted  to  what  I  said  in  Cairo  in 
1984." 

(December  19.  1988,  Interview  with 
Viennese  TV) 

ON  ACCEPTANCE  OF  U.N. 
RESOLUTIONS  242  AND  338: 

STATEMENT: 

"I  also  made  reference  to  our  accep¬ 
tance  of  resolutions  242  and  338  as 
the  basis  for  the  negotiations  with  Is¬ 
rael  within  the  framework  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Conference." 

(Geneva  Press  Conference.  December 
14.  1988) 


CONTRADICTIONS: 

"The  acceptance  of  Resolution  242  by 
the  PNC  is  conditional  upon  these 
three  principles  —  A  Palestinian 
State,  self-determination,  and  the 
right  of  return." 

(January  5,  1989,  speaking  in  Abu 
Dhabi,  Middle  East  News  Agency) 


ON  FREEDOM  OF  EXPRESSION 
FOR  PALESTINIANS: 


STATEMENT: 

'Their  (the  Palestinian  people's) 
human  dignity  shall  be  safeguarded 
under  a  democratic  parliamentary  sys¬ 
tem  of  government  built  on  freedom 
of  opinion." 

(December  13,  1988,  Speech  before 
UN  General  Assembly,  Geneva) 

CONTRADICTION: 

“Any  Palestinian  leader  who  suggest 
ending  the  intifada  exposes  himself 
to  the  bullets  of  his  own  people  and 


endangers  his  own  life.  The  PLO  will 
know  how  to  deal  with  him." 

(January  2.  1989,  'Al-Anba',  Kuwait 
Daily) 

"Whoever  thinks  of  stopping  the  in¬ 
tifada  before  it  achieves  its  goals.  I 
will  give  him  ten  bullets  in  the 
chest." 

(January  I.  1989,  speaking  in 
Riyadh,  quoted  by  the  spokesman  of 
the  U.S.  State  Department  on  January 
19,  1989) 

The  following  are  a  few  examples 
of  disinformation  which  appear  re¬ 
peatedly  in  Arafat's  interviews  and 
statements: 

STATEMENT: 

"Look  at  the  Israeli  flag:  the  two  blue 
stripes  bordering  the  ‘Star  of  David' 
are  meant  to  symbolize  the  Nile  (in 
Egypt)  and  the  Euphrates  (in  Iraq). 
This  illustrates  the  ‘Empire  of  Is¬ 
rael'." 

(April  29,  1989.  Interview  in  ‘Lc 
Figaro') 

FACT: 

The  following  account  on  the  sym¬ 
bolism  of  the  Israeli  flag  was  given 
by  "  the  flag's  designer.  David 
Wolfsohn,  after  it  first  appeared  at  the 
Zionist  Congress  in  Basle  in  1897: 
"...  Then  an  idea  struck  me.  We  have 
a  flag  —  and  it  is  blue  and  white. 
The  Tallil’  (Prayer-shawl)  with  which 
we  wrap  ourselves  when  we  pray:  that 
is  our  symbol.  Let  us  lake  this  Tallit' 
from  its  bag  and  unroll  it  before  the 
eyes  of  Israel  and  the  eyes  of  the  Na¬ 
tions.  So  I  ordered  a  blue  and  white 
Ilag  with  the  shield  of  David  painted 
on  it.  That  is  how  our  National  flag 
came  into  being.  And  no  one  expres¬ 
sed  any  surprise  or  asked  whence  it 
came  or  how.” 


STATEMENT: 

“For  more  than  15  years,  a  sign  has 
been  hanging  over  the  entrance  to  the 
Israeli  Parliament  which  reads  'The 
Land  of  Israel  extends  from  the  Nile 
to  the  Euphrates.’" 

(April  29.  1989.  Interview  in  ‘Le 
Figaro') 

FACT: 

The  Israeli  Knesset  (Parliament)  is 
open  to  the  public,  and  the  entrance 
is  in  full  view  of  the  visitors.  No  such 
sign  exists  nor  has  it  ever  existed 

STATEMENT: 

Q:  "And  the  hijackings,  which 
stained  the  70‘s  with  blood  —  do 
you  not  feel  these  were  mis¬ 
takes?" 

A:  “I  was  against  this  from  the  very 
beginning,  and  there  are  docu¬ 
ments  to  prove  it." 

(April  29,  1989,  Interview  in  ‘Lc 
Figaro') 

FACT: 

Arafat  became  Chairman  of  the  PLO. 
and  Commander  of  its  armed  units  in 
early  July  1968.  Very  soon  thereafter, 
on  July  23,  1968.  a  PLO  terror  group 
carried  out  the  organization's  first 
hijacking  —  an  attack  against  an  EL 
AL  plane  which  was  forced  to  land 
in  Algeria.  Numerous  PLO  Hijack¬ 
ings  have  since  taken  place  As  late 
as  April  1.  1986,  a  unit  of  the  Hawaii 
Apparatus  detonated  a  bomb  aboard 
a  TWA  plane,  killing  four  persons, 
including  a  mother  and  her  infant 
daughter  who  were  sucked  out  of  the 
aircraft.  The  Hawaii  Apparatus  has 
been  identified  by  the  U.S.  Defence 
Department  (Terrorist  Group  Profiles. 
U.S.  Government  Priming  Office, 
1988)  as  a  'Fatah'  unit  under  Arafat's 
command. 


SKINHEADS:  Is  there  a  problem  in  Toronto 


The  so-called  skinhead  movement 
has  been  closely  monitored  by  vari¬ 
ous  Jewish  organizations  as  a  result 
of  its  foray  into  racist  extremism.  It 
should  be  pointed  out  that  (he  larger 
skinhead  movement  is  in  actuality  an 
import  from  Great  Britain.  For  the 
most  part,  the  racist  faction  within  the 
legitimate  skinhead  movement  is  rcla- 
tivcly  small.  Unfortunately,  it  is  this 
faction  that  tends  to  get  the  most  pub¬ 
licity. 

Clearly,  here  in  Toronto,  we  have 
seen  ominous  signs  of  youth  gangs  in 
general  gaining  prominence,  and  in 
particular  skinheads  being  involved, 
not  only  in  violent  activities  towards 
the  general  community,  but  in  some 
cases,  outright  racist  activities  aimed 
at  primarily  at  the  Jewish  community, 
and  more  generally,  at  other 
minorities. 

This  past  summer,  the  Shaarei 
Shomayim  Synagogue  and  Ycshiva 
Yesoda  Hatorah  were  violently  de¬ 
faced  with  crude  and  disgusting  racist 
epitaphs.  Following  a  reward  offered 
by  the  Canadian  Jewish  Congress  and 
other  minority  groups,  shortly  thereaf¬ 
ter  information  was  received  that  led 
police  to  the  arrest  of  an  individual 
described  in  various  newspapers  as  a 
skinhead. 

As  well,  we  note  with  some  con¬ 
cern,  certain  members  of  the  so- 
called  "Nationalist  Party"  (a  racist 
movement  within  Toronto)  led  by  con¬ 
victed  racist  Don  Andrews,  recruit 
skinheads  into  their  racist  fold  by  of¬ 
fering  them  places  to  slay,  food  to 
cat.  and  alcohol  to  drink.  Some 
would  suggest  that  this  form  of  re¬ 
cruitment  into  the  racist  factions  is 
reminiscent  of  brown-shin  neo- 
Nazism. 

Furthermore,  this  past  summer  we 
noted  with  some  concern,  the 
reemcrgcncc  of  the  neo-Nazi  police 
informer.  John  William  Beattie. 


former  head  of  the  Canadian  Nazi 
Party.  Beattie,  who  remained  in  the 
limelight  for  some  twenty  years, 
crawled  out  form  under  his  rock  to 
hold  a  “whites  only"  rally  for 
skinheads.  neo-Nazis  and  other  ra¬ 
cists  on  his  harm  in  rural  southern 
Ontario.  This  event  became  much 
more  than  it  should  have  been  as  a 
result  of  intense  media  focusing. 
However,  only  70  skinheads  and 
other  racists  attended  Mr.  Beattie's 
rally.  At  the  same  time,  similar  rallys 
were  attempted  in  Ottawa  and 
Montreal,  both  of  which  fizzled  out 
due  to  lack  of  interest. 

One  ominous  sign  that  will  bear 
further  watch  is  the  recent  distribution 
of  a  crude  neo-Nazi  newsletter  by  a 
skinhead  in  Ottawa.  Known  as 
“Canada  Awake",  this  piece  of  gar¬ 
bage  contains  racist  anti-semitic  arti¬ 
cles  written  by  several  fascist  and 
neo-Nazi  groups  in  Canada,  the 
U.S. A.,  and  Great  Britain.  There  arc 
glowing  tributes  to  Adolf  Hitler  and 
Nazism;  it  terms  Canadian  immigra¬ 
tion  a  "mudflood".  it  calls  on  all 
‘white  Christians'  to  join  a  crusade 
for  white  survival.  We  have  asked  the 
Onlurio  Provincial  Police  and  On¬ 
tario’s  Attorney  General  to  investigate 
and  determine  if  charges  could  be  laid 
under  Canada  Hate  Propaganda  laws. 
Their  decision  is  pending. 

All  this  being  said,  it  is  important 
also  to  realize  and  acknowledge  that 
there  arc  skinheads  even  in  Toronto 
who  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  ra¬ 
cism,  neo-Nazism  or  anti-Semitism. 
In  a  column  written  by  Bill  Dunphy 
of  the  Toronto  Sun,  we  note  that  a 
group  of  Toronto  skinheads  have 
loudly  protested  the  medias  focus  of 
a  few  racist  skinheads.  Two 
skinheads,  Dominic  Norville  and  Rob 
Suri,  were  furious  enough  about  the 
image  and  the  way  skins  were  being 
treated,  that  they  formed  an  organiza¬ 
tion  to  combat  racism  known  as 
SHARP.  Skinheads  Against  Racial 


Prejudice,  and  I  understand  that  chap¬ 
ters  of  SHARP  groups  arc  springing 
up  in  both  Toronto  and  London,  On¬ 
tario. 

More  importantly,  in  reaction  to  the 
defacement  of  the  Shaarei  Shomayim 
Synagogue,  the  neo-Nazi  rally  in 
Southern  Ontario,  and  an  overall  im¬ 
pression  that  racist  and  anti-Semitic 
incidents  seem  to  be  on  the  rise, 
ethnic  groups,  labour  and  religious 
groups,  community  and  business 
groups,  all  met  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Ministry  of  Citizenship  a  few 
short  weeks  ago  to  discuss  ways  in 
which  metro  Toronto  can  be  a  place 
in  which  we  celebrate  our  differences 
rather  than  accentuate  racial  tensions. 
Over  300  leaders  from  various  com¬ 
munity  groups  attended  and  solutions 
arc  now  being  sought. 

The  Canadian  Jewish  Congress  will 
continue  to  work  with  police  and  gov¬ 
ernment  officials  in  attempting  to  en¬ 
sure  a  healthy  climate  for  Ontario,  a 
climate  free  of  racial  prejudice.  In  our 
research,  we  have  had  to  ask  ourse¬ 
lves  a  few  questions  in  relation  to 
why  there  appears  to  be  an  increase 
in  racial  and  anti-Semitic  tension  in 
the  last  couple  years.  Clearly  it  is  our 
belief  that  nco-Nazisnt  and  racism  has 
never  successfully  polluted  the 
mainstream  of  the  Canadian  way  of 
life.  Most  Canadians  loathe  positions 
enunciated  by  neo-Nazi  groups.  They 
know  them  for  the  racist  vandals  they 
are.  As  well,  we  know  from  historical 
experience  that  there  have  been  peaks 
and  valleys  in  racial  tensions  within 
Canada  —  indeed  within  North 
America.  A  rising  incident  rate  docs 
not  necessarily  spell  rising  racism.  It 
does  however  spell  concern  even  if 
it's  a  very  few  who  arc  the  root  cause 
of  the  problem.  As  for  skinheads, 
they  arc  certainly  not  a  mass  move¬ 
ment.  They  arc  however,  numerous 
enough  and  have  cropped  up  in  vari¬ 
ous  areas  of  this  country  to  indicate 


that  they  are  an  authentic  product  of 
contemporary  North  American  life. 
Certain  colleagues  in  the  United 
States  have  speculated  and  investi¬ 
gated  characteristics  of  racist 
skinheads  and  have  come  up  with  Ihe 
following: 

1.  Skinheads  do  not  come  from  any 
single  class  background.  Their 
often  expressed  claim  that  they  arc 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  "work¬ 
ing  class"  is  mere  rhetoric,  a  pose. 
The  evidence  from  around  the 
country  is  overwhelming  that 
skinheads  come  from  widely  vary¬ 
ing  social  and  economic  back¬ 
grounds. 

2.  Most  skinheads  arc  school  drop¬ 
outs  with  neither  the  skills  nor 
education  required  to  prepare  for 
later  life.  At  present  they  tend  to 
live  from  hand  to  mouth  picking 
up  unskilled  odd  jobs  at  fast  food 
restaurants,  construction  sites  and 
the  like,  if  they  work  at  all. 

3.  Reports  from  all  sections  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States  con¬ 
cerning  family  backgrounds  of 
skinheads,  show  that  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  high  proportion  come  from 
broken  and  single  parent  homes. 
They  arc  apparently  a  by-product 
of  the  trend  in  our  society  toward 
the  breakdown  of  the  family  life 
and  family  values.  They  have  been 
aptly  described  as  "throw-away 
kids". 

It  has  been  reasoned  that  those 
skinheads  who  have  taken  on  the  ra¬ 
cist  persona  and  joined  the  neo-Nazi 
ranks,  have  embraced  their  ideology 
through  anger  at  their  plight.  This  has 
led  them  to  identify  with  the  most 
violent  offensive  image  that  they 
could  imagine  —  Nazism.  This  of 
course,  in  no  way  absolves  racist 
skinheads  from  their  moral  responsi¬ 
bility  for  their  views  or  behaviour 
Another  important  attraction  to  the 
skinhead  way  of  life  is  the  macho 


look,  the  hard  driving  white  power 
music,  the  aura  of  toughness.  And  of 
course,  skinhead  street  gangs,  like  all 
street  gangs,  provide  their  members 
with  the  substitute  family  composed 
of  peers. 

Lastly,  it  is  clear  that  our  society 
is  striving  to  become  anti-racist  and 
shun  overt  racism.  Skinheads  there¬ 
fore.  rebelling  against  the  conven¬ 
tional.  see  the  overt  racism  as  a  way 
of  thumbing  their  noses  at  authority 
and  at  society. 

The  evil  of  racism  has  been  with 
us  for  eons.  As  Jews  wc  have  a  par¬ 
ticular  responsibility  to  ensure  that  so¬ 
ciety  is  cognizant  of  those  around  us 
who  would  preach  hate  and  vilifica¬ 
tion.  When  asked  by  many  why  Jews 
and  other  minorities  must  continue  to 
battle  these  few  hard  core  racists  in 
society.  I  respond  personally  by  exp¬ 
laining...  that  I  remember  as  a  child 
of  Holocaust  survivors,  the  nights  my 
father  awoke  in  terror...  I  remember 
asking  my  parents  —  "Where  are  my 
uncles,  where  arc  my  aunts,  where 
arc  my  cousins'?"...  1  remember  Yis- 
kor  services  in  the  synagogue  and  the 
untold  pain  in  my  parents  eyes;  no 
gravestones  to  mark  a  slaughtered 
family's  life  on  this  earth,  only 
memories  punctuated  by  screams  and 
death.  .  I  remember  the  only  picture 
my  father  has  of  his  two  young  sons. 
Yitzchak  (for  whom  my  son  has  now 
been  named)  and  Shalom,  whose 
young  and  promising  five  and  eight 
year  old  lives  were  snuffed  out  by 
gas  in  the  showers  of  the  Trchlinka 
death  camp. .  their  eyes  bum  a  hole 

With  these  memories.  Jews,  be 
they  young  or  old,  arc  puinlully 
aware  that  is  racism  is  given  a  chance 
to  grow,  like  a  weed,  it  can  destroy 
an  otherwise  beautifully  structured 
and  established  garden.  Thus,  like  a 
weed,  it  must  be  destroyed  and  not 
given  a  chance  to  find  root. 
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Israel  is  once  again  being  ircaied 
10  a  moral  and  political  assault  -  this 
time  ostensibly  because  the  Israeli 
Government  refuses  to  negotiate  with 
certain  Palestinians  on  its  own  prop¬ 
osal  lor  elections  in  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza,  and  also  refuses  to  accept 
certain  modifications  of  that  proposal 
recently  put  forward  by  President 
Hosm  Mubarak  of  Egypt 
Israels  critics  say  they  are  unhappy 
simply  with  Israel's  stance  on  accept¬ 
able  negotiating  partners,  terms  of  the 
election  and  conditions  for  Palesti¬ 
nian  self-government.  But  the  real 
reason  they  arc  attacking  Israel  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  or  that  detail 
of  the  diplomatic  dance.  To  them.  Is¬ 
rael's  real  sin  is  its  adamant  rejection 
of  what  they  see  as  the  only  alterna¬ 
tive  to  the  status  quo  that  can  guaran¬ 
tee  a  resolution  of  the  Arab-Isracli 
conflict:  Israeli  withdrawal  from  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza  in  favour  of  an 
independent  Palestinian  state  run  by 
the  Palestine  Liberation  Organization. 

Yet  suppose  for  the  sake  of  argu¬ 
ment  we  ignore  several  inconvenient 
facts.  Suppose,  for  one  thing,  we 
agree  to  forget  that  the  P.L.O.  (de¬ 
spite  the  soothing  noises  about  peace¬ 
ful  co-existence  sometimes  made  by 
its  chairman.  Yasir  Arafat)  is  still 
committed  by  its  charter  to  the  de¬ 
struction  of  Israel. 

Suppose,  further,  we  discount  the 
P.L.O. 's  "phased  plan."  which  calls 
for  the  establishment  of  a  state  "on 
any  part  of  Palestinian  land  to  be  lib¬ 
erated"  from  Israeli  control  and  then 
for  intensification  of  the  armed  strug¬ 
gle  to  "liberate"  the  rest  of  Palestine 
(namely,  Israel). 

Even  setting  these  ominous  facts 
aside,  the  odds  are  overwhelming  that 
a  P.L.O.  state  would  lead  not  to  peace 
but  to  a  scries  of  wars.  And  the  first 
to  erupt  would  be  a  civil  war. 

Consider  Within  the  P.L.O.  itself 
there  arc  a  number  of  rival  factions 
which  have  in  the  past  been  at  one 
anolhet's  threats.  With  so  much  more 
now  at  slake  they  would  inevitably 
get  into  even  bloodier  clashes  for 
dominance  than  ever  before. 

Then  there  arc  all  the  other  groups 
ouLside  the  P.L.O.  umbrella  which 
would  also  get  into  the  bloody  act. 
There  arc  the  Islamic  fundamen¬ 
talists.  There  arc  the  Communists. 
There  arc  the  pro-Jordanians. 

The  nightmare  model  here  is  Leba¬ 
non.  Poor  Lebanon  was  once  a  peace¬ 
ful  democratic  country,  and  it  is 
worth  remembering  that  the  P.L.O.  it¬ 
self  played  a  central  role  in  turning  it 
into  a  Hobbesian  hell.  With  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  new  Palestinian  state, 
the  P.L.O.  would  have  a  chance  to 
do  the  same  thing  there.  At  some 
point  in  this  Lebanonization  of  the 
new  Palestine,  another  development 
would  take  place  that  would  reinforce 
the  resemblance.  The  Syrians  would 
interfere. 

Just  as  Syria  regards  Lebanon  as 
its  own.  so  it  regards  the  territory 
now  comprising  not  only  Israel's 
property  but  also  the  West  Bank  and 
Jordan  as  “Southern  Syria."  And  just 
us  the  civil  war  in  Lebanon  gave 
Syria  a  pretext  for  moving  in,  so  the 
civil  war  in  the  new  Palestine  would 
open  the  way  to  a  similar  step  there. 

Here,  however,  the  resemblance 
would  end  When  they  sent  their 
troops  into  Lebanon,  the  Syrians  en¬ 
countered  no  serious  opposition.  But 
if  they  were  to  move  an  army  into  the 
new'  Palestinian  state,  only  a  tiny  dis¬ 
tance  away  from  Jerusalem  and  Tel 
Aviv,  the  Israelis  would  feel  so 
threatened  that  they  would  have  to 

Thus,  if  the  first  war  triggered  by 
the  establishment  of  a  new  Palestinian 
state  would  be  a  civil  war.  the  second 
war  would  be  a  war  pitting  Israel 
against  Syria  and  the  Palestinians. 

Israel  would  probably  win  that  war. 
but  only  at  an  immense  cost.  As  one 
Israeli  analyst  secs  it:  "With  battles 
raging  15  miles  from  Israel's  popula¬ 
tion  centers,  and  with  the  Palestinians 
flanking  Jerusalem  on  three  sides  and 
Tel  Aviv  on  two  and  attacking  along 
a  line  nine  miles  from  the  sea.  the 
price  of  victory  would  be  at  least 
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100.000  Israeli  casualties." 

Having  paid  so  horrendous  a  price 
for  withdrawing  faun  the  West  Bank 
and  Guzu.  Israel's  profit  would  be  to 
wind  up  back  there  all  over  again. 

All  this  is  on  the  "optimistic"  as¬ 
sumption  that  no  other  Arab  states 
would  come  to  the  aid  of  Syria  and 
the  Palestinians  -  that,  for  example. 
Iraq  would  stay  out  and  that  Libya 
would  not  launch  its  chemical 
weapons  against  Israel. 

But  there  is  a  pessimistic  scenario 
as  well:  Israel  loses  the  war  to  a  com¬ 
bined  Arab  force  and  the  Arab  world 
finally  fulfills  its  dream  of  wiping  the 
Jewish  stutc  off  the  map. 

Surely,  then,  even  the  status  quo 
difficult  as  it  is  for  everyone,  is  pref¬ 
erable  to  the  two  most  likely  current 
alternatives.  Ironically,  it  is  even  pre¬ 
ferable  for  the  Palestinians.  After  all, 
to  them  statehood  would  bring,  first, 
carnage  and  then  either  Syrian  domi¬ 
nations  or  renewed  Israeli  occupation 
(which  after  a  taste  of  Syrian  rule, 
they  might  welcome). 

But  whatever  may  be  the  case  with 
the  Palestinians,  for  the  Israelis  there 
is  simply  no  choice.  They  will  have 
to  go  on  resisting  with  all  their  might 
the  establishment  of  the  Palestinian 
state  that  so  many  people  arc  now 
hectoring  them  to  accept. 


Palestinian  wave  of 
violence  runs  amok 

Ottawa,  Ontario 
September  7.  1989 

More  than  ICO  Palestinians  were 
murdered  by  fellow  Palestinians  since 
the  violent  disturbances  began  in 
Judea-Samaria  and  the  Gaza  District. 
During  this  summer  alone,  more  than 
50  Palestinians  were  murdered.  This 
spiraling  blood  frenzy,  which  began 
in  early  1988  with  an  average  of  two 
murders  per  month  and  now  exceeds 
more  than  15  per  month,  has  been 
characterized  by  an  ever-increasing 
degree  of  brutality  against  Palestinian 
dissenters.  The  Palestinian  hit  squads 
have  shot,  stabbed,  strangled,  or 
lynched  their  victims.  They  have  also 
beaten  them  to  death,  axed  them  to 
death,  or  burned  them  to  death. 

While  not  every  attack  has  ended 
in  murder,  the  degree  of  violence  and 
brutality  is  shocking.  Palestinians 
have  had  their  cars  sliced  off,  have 
been  thoroughly  beaten  with  clubs, 
and  have  suffered  numerous  stab 
wounds,  or  have  been  tortured  with 
chunks  of  burning  rubber.  Some 
Palestinian  women  have  been  sexu¬ 
ally  assaulted. 

Arafat  and  other  spokesmen  for  the 
PLO  have  on  several  occasions  en¬ 
couraged  this  wave  of  violence 
against  Palestinians  who  do  not  fully 
toe  the  PLO  line.  PLO  radio  broad¬ 
casts  and  directives  issued  by  means 
of  flyers  by  the  PLO's  ‘Unified  Na¬ 
tional  Command'  in  the  territories 
have  frequently  called  for  such  at¬ 
tacks. 

The  assaults  on  Palestinians  by  fel¬ 
low  Palestinians  doubled  and  even  tri¬ 
pled  since  the  Government  of  Israel 
launched  iis  peace  initiative  in  the 
spring  of  1989.  One  of  the  objectives 
of  the  hit  squads  is  to  torpedo, 
through  intimidation  and  fear,  any 
possible  progress  towards  accommo¬ 
dation. 

Slogans,  echoing  Arafat's  call  (Jan¬ 
uary  1989)  for  ten  bullets  in  the  chest 
of  anyone  who  thinks  of  slopping  the 
Intifada,  have  daubed  the  walls  along 
city  streets.  One  such  slogan  in  Nab¬ 
lus  recently  declared:  'Ten  are  the  bul¬ 
lets  of  the  Revolution.  Nine  of  them 
for  the  collaborators  and  one  for  the 
Zionists.'  However,  not  just  those 
Palestinians  who  have  had  some  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Israelis  have  been  the 
victims:  Hundreds  of  others,  too. 
have  been  targeted  due  to  personal 
vendettas  or  for  having  violated  social 
mores. 

The  violence  of  the  'Intifada'  has 
boomcrangcd  and  now  falls  upon  the 
heads  of  the  Palestinians  themselves. 


by  Mara  Rosenblatt 
Boston.  MA 

"Where  else  cun  you  sec  2400 
people  who  look  like  your  relatives." 
was  one  comment  from  a  Cincinnati 
observer  at  the  council  for  Jewish 
Federation's  58th  General  Assembly 
held  in  Cincinnati  from  nov.  14-19.  It 
is  impressive  to  sit  with  so  many  del¬ 
egates,  professionals  and  students 
from  Hirkcy  to  Argentina  where  the 
common  bond  was  our  Jewish  herit¬ 
age.  That  bond  set  the  tone  for  several 
themes  of  the  G.A. 

Officially  this  conference  is  meant 
only  for  Jewish  federations  rep¬ 
resented  under  the  umbrella  organiza¬ 
tion  which  throws  this  event  annually, 
but  it  provides  a  much  greater  service 
to  the  North  American  Jewish  Com¬ 
munity. 

During  four  days,  approximately 
200  sessions  addressed  the  issues  of 
soviet  resettlement,  university  cam¬ 
pus  life.  Jews  in  distressed  countries 
such  as  Syria.  Iran,  and  Ycmin.  long 
term  health  insurance,  and  Israel- 
Diaspora  relations. 

In  some  respects,  students  were  re¬ 
living  the  Boston  General  Assembly 
of  20  years  ago.  In  1969,  Jewish  stu¬ 
dents  protested  and  demonstrated  out¬ 
side  the  Boston  Sheraton,  expressing 
their  frustration  with  the  established 
Jewish  community.  They  wanted 
more  money,  energy  and  attention  di¬ 
rected  toward  Jewish  education.  They 
maintained  that  as  the  future  leaders 
of  the  Jewish  community  they  lacked 
the  backing  or  leadership  preparation 
that  the  Federation  should  be  provid¬ 
ing. 

Ironically,  the  students  at  this 
year’s  G.A.  from  United  States  and 
Canada,  raised  similar  issues.  Yet 
they  were  not  as  focused,  said  Jessica 
Rutman,  a  Harvard  University  stu¬ 
dent.  In  a  Hillcl  leadership  session 
students  urged  G.A.  organizers  to 
allow  them  five  minute,  to  speak  at 
an  open  plenary  session.  Twenty 
years  ago,  their  counterparts  de¬ 
manded  it. 

There  may  be  a  difference  in  tone 
precisely  because  many  changes  have 
occurred  as  a  result  of  the  1969  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly.  Students  are  on  the 
Jewish  communal  agenda,  us  one 
look  at  a  program  book  will  prove. 
Several  sessions  were  devoted  to  de¬ 
veloping  campus  leadership:  there 
were  activities  as  well  as  scholarship 
funds  available  for  students  attending 
the  General  Assembly. 

Yet  despite  sincere  federation  ef¬ 
forts  to  be  accepting  to  students. 
Jewish  university  leaders  today  sec 
other  problems  associated  with  cam¬ 
pus  life.  These  problems  stem  from 
apathy  rather  than  the  activism  of  the 
60  s  or  70's. 

Micha  Yairi.  18  a  sophomore  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  Champaign-Ur- 


bana.  commented  on  the  lack  of 
Jewish  consciousness  among  college 
students.  "There  is  no  pressure  to  do 
anything  Jewish."  he  said.  "Jewish 
federations  need  to  encourage  Hillels 
on  campus  to  design  programs  that 
meet  the  needs  of  the  students." 

Rutman.  22.  a  student  of  Japanese 
at  Harvard  disagreed.  "Harvard  Hillel 
is  a  very  busy  place.  You  can't  say 
Jews  on  campus  are  apathetic  here. It 
is  a  relative  question.  I  think  active 
students  who  are  on  small  college 
campuses  fell  frustrated  in  not 
motivating  the  few  Jews  that  attend. 
If  they  want  a  large  active  Jewish 
community  they  should  gravitate  to¬ 
wards  large  metropolitan  cities."  Rut- 
man  comes  from  San  Antonio.  Texas 
and  cites  the  desire  to  be  in  a  thriving 
Jewish  setting  as  the  key  reason  she 
came  to  Harvard. 

The  G.A.  has  also  changed  cosmet¬ 
ically  in  the  last  20  years.  All  meals 
are  prepared  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Vaad  of  the  host  city  now.  Last 
year  long  detailed  articles  were  writ¬ 
ten  about  how  New  Orleans  prepared 
to  feed  thousands  of  attendees  by 
shipping  in  Kosher  food.  There  are 
also  provisions  for  those  who  observe 
Shabbat  at  the  hotels. 

In  response  to  the  "lack  of  Jewish 
content"  that  students  complained 
about  in  '69,  there  have  been  many 
changes.  There  are  'lunch  and  learns' 
where  a  scholar  teaches  and  encour¬ 
ages  dialogue  on  issues  current  in¬ 
terest.  One  such  session,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  was  entitled,  "The  extent  to 
which  Jewish  traditional  attitudes  to¬ 
wards  Jesus  affect  Jewish-Christian 
today,”  led  by  Dr.  Michael  Cook  of 
Hebrew  Union  College 

The  G.A.  is  a  place  to  learn  about 
the  issues  that  are  important  on  the 
current  American  Jewish  agenda  and 
to  sec  some  of  the  "stars"  who  are 
leading  the  way.  The  cast  of  those 
who  spoke  was  impressive  and  vast. 

They  include:  Prime  Minister  Yit¬ 
zhak  Shamir.  Attorney  General 
Richard  Thomberg,  Former  Assistant 


Secretary  of  State  Dr.  Alan  Keyes,  Is¬ 
rael  Major  Shlomo  Gazit.  and  former 
New  York  Times  editor  A. M.  Rosent¬ 
hal. 

Student  impressions  of  the  G.A 
varied.  One  Brandcis  graduate  stu¬ 
dent  said.  "I've  been  to  two  meetings 
and  I'm  still  looking  for  the  sub¬ 
stance.  Maybe  it  happens  behind 
closed  doors."  Another  student  Rafi 
Sidi.  26  of  Turkey,  thought  it  was  "a 
big  show  to  encourage  lay  leaders 
who  arc  involved  with  federations." 
He  felt  that  Jewish  Agency  Executive 
Simcah  Dinitz  was  "a  more  sentimen¬ 
tal"  speaker  than  Shamir  but.  he 
asked  "docs  Shamir  share  Council  of 
Federal  ions 's  view 

It  was  obvious  that  the  attendees 
represented  many  views  on  Israel  and 
on  this  year's  major  issue  —  the  desti¬ 
nation  of  emigrating  Soviet  Jews.  Yet 
the  G.A.  reached  a  masterful  consen¬ 
sus  in  the  form  of  a  resolution.  It 
states,  "the  contemporary  world 
Jewish  community  has  been  chosen 
by  history  to  participate  in  the  rescue 
of  a  segment  of  our  people...  "  The 
resolution  carefully  uses  the  word 
"world",  leaving  no  bias  as  to  who 
has  the  obligation  to  resettle  Soviet 
Jews. 

On  that  question,  Sidi  was  firm. 
"Soviet  Jews  should  go  to  Israel,  they 
need  more  people,  but  since  diaspora 
Jews  arc  not  moving  to  Israel,  how 
can  we  ask  other  to?" 

Sidi  felt  that  other  important  issues 
were  not  addressed.  "I  did  not  see 
many  sessions  dedicated  to  assimila¬ 
tion."  Additionally  Sidi  asked  why  no 
one  addressed  the  development  of 
East  and  West  Germany  in  thawing 
cold  war  and  the  implications  for  Is- 

But  choosing  a  session  was  a  frus¬ 
trating  experience,  because  there 
were  so  many. 

Perhaps  among  the  litany  of  con¬ 
cerns  Jews  have,  this  one  will  show 
up  at  next  year's  G.A.  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 


People  lining  up  to  see  the  Council  of  Federation  general 
assembly 
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THE  FUTURE  STATE  OF  ISRAEL 


GONE!  WE  AS  JEWS  ARE  FACING  A  CRISIS.  WE  ARE  SPLIT  ON 
WHAT  ISRAEL  SHOULD  DO  CONCERNING  THE  PALESTINIAN 
PROBLEM.  THE  ONE  ISSUE  WE  ALL  AGREE  WITH  IS  THE 
PRESERVATION  OF  ISRAEL.  AS  JEWS  WE  SHOULD  HAVE  THAT 
FOREMOST  IN  OUR  MINDS.  WHETHER  WITH  A  RIGHT-WING 
STAND  OR  LEFT-WING  STAND,  WE  HAVE  TO  REALIZE  THE 
IMPLICATIONS  OF  NEGOTIATING  WITH  THE  PLO.  WE  MAY 
LOSE  SOMETHING  THAT  HAS  GUIDED  US  AS  JEWS  THROUGH 
THE  AGES  —  A  PLACE  TO  CALL  HOME.  TRY  TO  BE 
OBJECTIVE,  READ  THE  FINE  PRINT! 
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